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HAPPY GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY, PHPD. The Pleasant Hill Police Department was launched on July 1,
1970, with the swearing in of 24 officers, seven dispatch operators and Police Chief Edward Kreins. To
mark their 50th year, the department will be wearing special badges throughout 2020, and sharing
historic information on their Facebook page. A community celebration will take place later this year.

Community Awards

20/20 Vision
Welcome 2020! Here are some things to
look forward to in the new year.
Return of the food trucks

Foodies will relish the news that Off the Grid
is returning to its year-round schedule and will
be back in Pleasant Hill on Jan. 8. Look for an
array of food trucks on Trelany Road (next to
City Hall) from 5-8 p.m. Wednesdays, extending
to 9 p.m. in late spring. Fun fact—Pleasant Hill
is in the “Top 3” markets for Off the Grid.
New signal at Elinora and Gregory

Getting in and out of Gregory Gardens will
get easier this year with the installation of a
traffic signal at Elinora Drive and Gregory Lane
late this spring. The project is being paid for

through a combination of Gas Tax and traffic
mitigation fees paid by developers.
PHPD turns 50
The Pleasant Hill Police Department will
commemorate its 50th anniversary throughout
the year, with a special community celebration
sometime this summer. Prior to 1970, the City
had contracted with Contra Costa County for
police services. The new police department was
based at the Old Schoolhouse building until
moving to its current Civic Drive location in 1981.
Next chapter for our new library
Groundbreaking for the new Pleasant Hill
Library is expected to happen this summer.
New renderings have been posted on the City’s
website so everyone can see what they have to
look forward to! The new library is one compo-
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News from the City...
Police track down
suspect in 2004 case
An at-large suspect in a 2004 murder in
Pleasant Hill has been located and
arrested, thanks to tenacious Pleasant Hill
PD detectives and strong partnerships with
other law enforcement agencies.
Tyson Moorehead and Kenneth York
had long been identified as suspects in the
May 2004 shooting death of Michael Fidler.
In August 2008, Kenneth York was arrested
and was later convicted of robbing and killing Fidler. He was sentenced to life in prison
without the possibility of parole.
Moorehead, however, could not be
found.
Recently, York successfully appealed his
conviction, and is currently in the Martinez
Detention Facility awaiting a new trial. That
appeal gave the Pleasant Hill Police and
their partners at the County District Attorney’s Office and the FBI Safe Streets Task
Force a fresh opportunity to look at the
case and try to find Moorehead.
Moorehead had been able to avoid
detection for years due to a robust network that assisted in keeping his identity
hidden, said Police Chief Bryan Hill.
Pleasant Hill investigators, led by Detective Chelsea Wright, spend hundreds of
hours sifting through clues. Through a
number of new leads, the Pleasant Hill
Police Department, the Contra Costa
County DA’s Office and the FBI Safe Streets
Task Force located Moorehead living in
Stockton. Following an extensive surveillance operation, Moorehead was taken
into custody. He is being held at the Martinez Detention Facility and has been
charged with homicide, robbery and
burglary.
In announcing the arrest, Chief Bryan
Hill expressed gratitude to the District
Attorney’s Office, the FBI Safe Streets Task
Force, and the Stockton Police for their role
in successfully capturing Moorehead. He
especially thanked Detective Wright and
the entire team of detectives for working
tirelessly on the investigation until
Moorehead was in custody.
“I can’t begin to express how proud I
am,” he said. “Thank you all for making our
community and the community of
Stockton that much safer by getting this
individual off the street.” s

Light, bright and welcoming - the entry area of the new library, looking out to the
parking lot. Updated renderings are posted at pleasanthillca.org/library.

2020 Vision
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nent of the Oak Park Properties
project, which also includes 34 single-family homes, a new park with
sports fields, and the transformation
of Monticello Avenue from a bumpy
private lane to a ‘boulevard’ with dedicated bicycle lanes, sidewalks and
substantial landscaping on each side.
Work on Monticello Avenue is also
expected to begin this summer.
Check out the updated renderings,
and sign up for library updates, at
pleasanthillca.org/library.

Fresh pavement for PH Road

The Pleasant Hill Road improvement project will wrap up some time
this summer with fresh pavement
between Taylor Boulevard and Gregory Lane. The goal of the project was
to make Pleasant Hill Road better for
all modes of travel, including bikes,
pedestrians and cars. In addition to
new pavement, the project brings
new bike lanes, signal improvements, landscaping and lighting to
this well-traveled road. s

Jewish International Film Festival
Local movie buffs
need go no further
than downtown Pleasant Hill this winter to
take in an array of fascinating independent
films when the East
Bay International Jewish
Film
Festival
celebrates its 25th
anniversary at the Century 16 Theatres. The festival runs
from Feb. 29 through March 8.
“We are delighted to again bring
the best in international and independent films to the local
community,” says Festival Director
Riva Gambert. “We will be screening
45 features, documentaries and
shorts. With movies coming from
Austria, France, Germany, Hungary,
Israel, Italy, Latvia, Luxembourg,
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Mexico, South Africa and
Great Britain, there is
something for everyone’s taste, including
romantic dramas, comedies, thrillers and serious
dramas.”
Several of the films
have been nominated by
their countries for Best
Foreign Film.
The
Festival
website
www.jewishworldcinema.org will
be up and running on January 18
with brochures available at the Century Theatres and downtown
Pleasant Hill shops. Films suitable
for youth audiences are identified
on the website and in the brochure.
Group sales for both adults and
youth are available by calling
925-240-3053. s

News from the City...

State of the City
Mayor’s Breakfast
Come hear what’s happening in
Pleasant Hill. Hosted by the Pleasant Hill
Chamber of Commerce, the breakfast
will take place on Tuesday, Feb. 4 from
7:30-9 a.m. at the Contra Costa Country
Club. The newly appointed mayor will
share his priorities and vision for the year
ahead. Tickets are $45 and are available at
pleasanthillca.org/mayortickets.

New speed
limits in place on
Pleasant Hill Road
Driving on Pleasant Hill Road?
Then it’s time to slow down. Speed
limits on much of the road have been
changed as the result of a recent
speed survey.
The new speed limit between the
north City limit and Gregory Lane is
now 35 miles per hour; between
Gregory Lane and Pleasant View
Drive, the speed limit has been lowered to 30 mph.
The changes were recommended
by the City’s Traffic Safety Commission and approved by the City Council
following a study in which 38 roadway segments were surveyed. Speed
surveys on collector and arterial
roadways are done every 7 years
under the state vehicle code.
In Pleasant Hill’s case, only one
other roadway segment was earmarked for a speed limit change.
Drivers on Contra Costa Boulevard
between Boyd Road and Oak Park
Boulevard may now step on the
gas—just a little—with the speed
limit raised from 35 to 40 miles per
hour. s

Pleasant Hill Community Awards this spring
Get ready to celebrate the contribu- H BUSINESS OF THE YEAR—Canditions of the people, non-profits and
businesses that enrich Pleasant Hill’s
quality of life at the 48th Community
Awards Night. This year’s event takes
place the evening of April 14 at the Pleasant Hill Community Center.
Eight of the award categories rely on
nominations from the community. Is
there a teacher that’s made a difference
in the lives of local students? What about
a person or business that has been a
leader in protecting the environment? Or
a nonprofit that inspires every day in
helping others?
Here’s your chance to recognize their
contributions in making our corner of the
world a better place. The following categories rely on nominations from the
community. Nominations are being
accepted through Friday, Jan. 24—go to
www.pleasanthillca.org/awards.

H TEEN OF THE YEAR—Candidates live
and/or go to school in Pleasant Hill and
have shown responsibility in his or her
personal and school life.
H TEACHER OF THE YEAR—Nominees
must be a teacher in a Pleasant Hill school
who has made unique contributions toward educating our children. This award
is sponsored by the Foundation for Pleasant Hill Education (FPHE).
H EDUCATION SUPPORTER OF THE
YEAR—Schools thrive when parents and
volunteers support teachers and students. This award honors an individual or
individuals who have made a significant
contribution in contributing to the ongoing success and student achievement at
their school(s).

dates have made significant contributions to the community and
shown initiative and innovation in
the business affairs of the Pleasant
Hill area.

H NEW!

NONPROFIT OF THE YEAR
—Nominees have made significant
contributions to the community and
shown initiative and innovation in accomplishing their mission.

H GREEN AWARD —This Award recognizes a person, organization or business that has shown outstanding
leadership in sustainability and protecting the environment.

H NEW!

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
—Nominees have made a significant
contribution in the past year (2019) in
supporting civic and/or community
groups in Pleasant Hill, thereby improving our community.

H CITIZEN

OF THE YEAR AWARD
—The successful candidate has a
broad-based, multi-year record of assisting or supporting civic and/or
community groups in Pleasant Hill,
and has made substantial contributions toward improving our community.
The Community Awards are
hosted by the City of Pleasant Hill,
Pleasant Hill Chamber of Commerce,
Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District, the Foundation for Pleasant Hill
Education and the Pleasant Hill Community Foundation. s

Questions? Please contact Gayle Vassar, Community Relations Manager,
at 925-671-5229 or gvassar@pleasanthillca.org.
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News from the City...
City of Pleasant Hill seeks applicants for
commissions and advisory boards
Looking for a way to give back to your community? Consider
volunteering to serve on a commission or advisory board for
the City of Pleasant Hill! Commitments vary in time and term
length. Meetings are open to the public, and you are welcome
to sit in and observe a meeting.
To be considered for a position, sub- ä Iron Horse Corridor
mit an application by the deadline. The
Advisory Committee
Interview and Nominating Committee,
The Contra Costa
comprised of two City Councilmembers, Iron Horse Corridor
will review applications and interview Advisory
Committee
qualified candidates. The committee will assists in improving and
then forward a recommendation to the managing the Iron
full City Council for final appointment. A Horse Corridor, includvacancy occurs when a term ends or an ing the Iron Horse Trail,
incumbent leaves the position during which formerly was part
their term. Incumbents are eligible to of the Southern Pacific Railroad
apply for reappointment.
right-of-way. The Committee assists with
As you contemplate how you might programs related to management of the
create positive change in the new year, trail corridor, including installation and
consider applying for one or more of maintenance of landscaping. Candidates
these vacancies:
must be a resident of Pleasant Hill. Committee meetings take place quarterly or
ä Civic Action Commission
The Civic Action Commission orga- as needed. There is one vacancy: a
nizes major City events such as two-year term through January 2022.
Community Service Day and the “Sunset Application deadline is Jan. 15.
by the Lake” summer concerts. Applicants must meet one of the following
requirements: be a Pleasant Hill resident,
a non-resident businessperson with a
business in Pleasant Hill, or live outside
City limits but within the City’s sphere of
influence. Meetings are held on the 1st
Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at
City Hall. There are four vacancies: one
unfilled term through February 2022, and
three four-year terms through February
2024. Application deadline is Jan. 22.
ä Education Commission

The Education Commission advocates
for public education and fosters cooperation and communication with Mt. Diablo
Unified School District, other local agencies and businesses. Applicants must
reside in one of two middle school attendance areas, Valley View or Pleasant Hill
Middle Schools. Meetings are held on the
4th Wednesday of each month at 7 p.m.
at City Hall. There is one vacancy: an
unfilled term through April 2021. Application deadline is Jan. 15.

ä Mosquito & Vector Control

District Board of Trustees
The Contra Costa Mosquito & Vector
Control District is a tax-funded special
district responsible for the county-wide
control of mosquitoes, rats, skunks and
ground nesting yellow jackets. Candidates must be at least 18 years of age and
a resident of Pleasant Hill with an interest
in public health, public policy, wetlands,
farming, community education, finance,
personnel or land development. Trustees
meet the second Monday of every other
month at 7 p.m. at District offices in Concord, and may be appointed to
committees that meet twice a month or
as needed. There is one vacancy: one
two-year term through January 2022 (for
a new appointee) or one four-year term
through January 2024 (for a reappointed
person). Application deadline is Jan. 15.
ä Traffic Safety Commission

The Traffic Safety Commission conducts and analyzes studies of traffic
related concerns, holds meetings with
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residents and business owners to hear
traffic related suggestions and concerns,
makes recommendations on signage,
traffic calming or policy changes, and
works with various City departments and
other local government agencies to
implement recommended changes. Candidates who live in Pleasant Hill and have
experience in professional engineering,
traffic safety, law enforcement or related
vocational or professional pursuits that
involve a technical and practical understanding of bicycle, pedestrian, vehicular
or transit accommodation are invited to
apply. Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. at City Hall.
There is one vacancy: a four-year term
through February 2024. Application
deadline is Jan. 22. s

For an application or more information,
visit the City of Pleasant Hill website at
PleasantHillCA.org/vacancy or contact
Juanita Davalos by phone
at 925-671-5283 or e-mail to
Jdavalos@pleasanthillca.org.

News from the City...

You and Census 2020
The census is coming! Every 10 years, we
count ourselves to make sure Pleasant Hill
is fairly represented in Congress and
receives its fair share of federal funding.
More than $675 billion every year goes to
important public services programs.
Here are two things to remember for
2020:
n When will it happen? You will be invited
by mail to fill out the Census in
mid-March. For the first time you can fill
out your Census form online. You’ll also
have the option to fill it out by phone or
with a paper questionnaire through the
mail.
n You can earn $$$. As long as you are a
U.S. citizen and over 18, you can earn $25
an hour as a census taker. The U.S. Census Bureau is recruiting hundreds of
temporary Census Takers in the Bay
Area in advance of its Nonresponse Follow Up (NRFU) Operation for the 2020
Census. The pay rate in Alameda and
Contra Costa Counties is $25 an hour.
Apply online at 2020census.gov/jobs.
The primary purpose of NRFU is to count
people in person at housing units who have
not self-responded to the decennial census
questionnaire. Census Takers visit and
count those households. This operation
requires more field workers than any other
operation for the national population count
which occurs every 10 years. NRFU is an
integral part of the 2020 Census program
that ensures a complete and accurate
count.
The decennial count influences how
hundreds of billions of dollars from more
than 100 federal programs are distributed
to states and localities each year. s
For more information about 2020
Census jobs, call 1-855-JOB-2020.

Youth in Action! Izzy Triana, Soomin Kong, Lea Fromm, Tessa Collins and Craig
Valdez received the President’s Volunteer Service Award for 2018-19. The
program is sponsored by the City’s Education Commission and open to any
student K-12 who lives or goes to school in Pleasant Hill. For details on how to
earn an award for 2019-20, contact Community Relations Manager Gayle
Vassar at 925-671-5229.

20/20 vision should be your priority in new year
—Commission on Aging

Happy New Year! The Commission
on Aging encourages you to make
20/20 vision a priority in 2020. Make a
commitment to talk to your health
care provider about vision health and
what you can do to ensure your eyes
keep working for you.
To help you learn about vision
health and vision care, the Commission
on Aging is hosting a free, two-hour
workshop on February 25. Here is
more information about the upcoming
event:
SAVE THE DATE!!—Senior Health
Series: Vision 20/20
Our ability to see the world
depends on healthy vision. Spectacular sunsets, the beauty of the changing
seasons, the pages of a book and the
faces of our loved ones—these are
the gifts of sight!
The Pleasant Hill Commission on
Aging is partnering with the Pleasant
Hill Lions Club and Pleasant Hill Senior
Center to present a 2-hour workshop
“Keeping your Vision 20/20 in 2020!”
This event will be held at the Pleasant Hill Senior Center in the Chateau
Room on Tuesday Feb. 25, from 2–4
p.m. We will have several speakers
presenting information such as:
ä Safe driving, especially at night
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ä What is normal eye aging and

when to seek medical advice
ä Early warning signs and common

vision issues as you age
ä Tips and tricks to avoid eye

strain, helpful eye exercises, nutritional guidance
ä How important is family history
ä And much more!!!

There will also be a Q&A session
with local vision professionals.
Free eye screenings will be offered
and a resource table will provide
additional information. Light
refreshments will be served.
This is a free event but preregistration is required. Space is limited
to 50 participants, so please register
early. s

You may register by contacting
Danielle Habr at 925-671-5221 or by
email at dhabr@pleasanthillca.org.

News from the City...
Are you looking for a
rewarding way to give
back to your community?

CERT welcomes 19 new team members

Please consider volunteering as a
driver or scheduler (dispatcher)
for the Pleasant Hill
Senior Van Service.
Drivers:
ä Only one morning shift each week

(9 a.m. to 11 a.m.)
ä No special license required
ä Pick up/drop off just one senior pas-

senger per ride at local appointments
and to run errands
ä Easy training with a volunteer driver

(GPS device provided)
Schedulers:
ä Only one morning shift per week

(9 a.m.–11 a.m.)
ä Retrieve voicemail messages and an-

swer live calls from passengers to
schedule ride reservations for the next
day
ä Easy training with an experienced

dispatcher
If you can’t commit to one shift per
week, substitute drivers and schedulers
are always needed!
For more information, please visit
pleasanthillca.org/seniorvan or
call 925-671-5288.

Pleasant Hill’s newest CERT team members are, from left, Annegret van Gemeren, Joe
Stokley, Kevin Bell, Sheila Stokley, Rick Dotterer, Marlene Dotterer, Gail Egbert, Maureen
Kilmurray, Gerri Batti, Karen Lassell, Julie Lingenfelter, Minako McMahon, Seiko Mizuno,
Lori Moon, Sam Ramirez, and Larry Wong, shown with program manager Jim Bonato, far
right. Not in the picture are graduates Patricia Bond, Ken Carlson and Brian David.

Pleasant Hill’s Community Emergency Response
Team program continues to grow and evolve.
Nineteen residents graduated from the most
recent CERT class and stand ready to help the
community in event of disaster.
CERT graduates kept their skills
Assembly Area and their city’s
fresh in several ways. Pleasant Hill
Emergency Operations Center.
CERT was part of a central
Pleasant Hill CERTs also had the
countywide radio communications
opportunity to participate in “post
exercise that tested FRS/GMRS and
graduate” training activities in
Ham radio effectiveness. CERT memNovember (Traffic Management) and
bers deployed to different parts of
December (Stop the Bleed). This
their cities to test their radio skills and
month, CERT grads will receive trainequipment by sending messages from
ing in managing an emergency
their location to their respective
shelter. s
Ready to join CERT? The next class starts on Tuesday, Jan. 7. Sign up or learn
more at www.Pleasanthillcert.com or by contacting Jim Bonato at 925-938-5433.

Light Up the Night!
Downtown Pleasant Hill was ablaze with lights
and holiday spirit at the annual Light Up the Night
event on Nov. 20. Hope you were there!
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Higher education in Pleasant Hill...
DVC’s Community
Education program

Dr. Thomas Stewart
named President of
John F. Kennedy University
John F. Kennedy University welcomed Dr.
Thomas Stewart to the president’s office,
marking a new chapter of innovation in education at the university. Both Dr. Stewart’s
background and his previous work with the
university demonstrate his alignment with
JFKU’s commitment to creating educational
access and pathways to success for non-traditional and diverse adult learners.
In his former role as President of JFKU Online, Dr. Stewart ushered the
university toward a new frontier of online learning via the creation of JFKu
Online Powered by FlexCourse, an online learning platform emphasizing
flexibility and affordability in learning and the university’s most recent
expression of its commitment to meeting the educational needs of busy
adult learners.
Dr. Stewart brings over 20 years of active involvement in education
reform and innovation to his role as president. Before signing on at JFKU,
he cofounded and led approximately 20 organizations within and across
nonprofit, public, and for-profit sectors, including Patten University, Black
Alliance for Educational Options, SEED Public Charter School of Washington (DC), National Black Graduate Student Association, and District of
Columbia Community College Prep Public Charter School.
Dr. Stewart has authored numerous publications focused on various
aspects of education reform, particularly the challenges and opportunities
facing low-income, first-generation, and non-traditional students and their
families. Most recently, he coauthored (with Dr. Patrick J. Wolf) The School
Choice Journey: School Vouchers and the Empowerment of Urban Families
(Palgrave and McMillian 2014).
Welcome to JFKU Dr. Stewart!

Applications being accepted for Fundraising
Academy at John F. Kennedy University
The Sanford Institute of Philanthropy at JFKU’s Fundraising Academy is
about to kick off its third year; applications for the 2020 cohort are currently open. This goal of the academy is to help local nonprofit
professionals grow their fund-raising skills while enhancing the effectiveness and sustainability of their organizations.
Participants gain a solid foundation in Sanford Way cause-selling methodology while focusing on current and future fund-raising trends.
Students meet four times throughout the year for two-day sessions. Topics
covered include:
n Fundamentals of Fundraising
n Cause Selling
n Major Gifts
n Legacy Giving
So far, the Academy has helped 60 nonprofits from throughout the
region enhance their fund-raising abilities and organizational capacity. For
more information and an application, go to jfku.edu/sip. The deadline to
apply is Feb. 7.
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Diablo Valley College Community Education
is a not-for-credit program that offers a variety
of enrichment and continuing education
classes and events to the community. There
are programs for children, teens, older adults,
and everyone in-between. Classes are
fee-based, short-term, and open to all.
n

Emeritus program

The Emeritus program for adults 50 and
older features classes in world affairs, history,
geology, writing, cooking and more. There are
about 20 classes each semester; some are for a
single afternoon, while others may go over
several weeks. Most classes are led by distinguished retired faculty or those who are
experts in their field and have a true passion
for teaching.
In addition to classes, the Emeritus program offers “Fit after 50,” an organized group
exercise program which meets three mornings
a week in the gym facility at the DVC campus in
Pleasant Hill.
The Emeritus program serves about 800
lifelong learners; classes take place at DVC and
John F Kennedy University in Pleasant Hill, as
well as DVC’s San Ramon Campus, in
Rossmoor, and online.
n

College Prep Academy

For students in grades 9-12, the College
Prep Academy offers Saturday workshops
designed to guide students toward success
and help them plan for college. There are also
workshops for parents, including how to navigate the complicated world of financial aid and
scholarships.
n

College for Kids

The College for Kids Program is a summer
youth program for kids entering grades 4-9.
There are camps in science, writing, computer
technology, engineering, math and performing arts and more!
Other Community Education offerings vary
each semester—for the latest information,
visit www.dvc.edu/communityed or call 925969-4600.

Pleasant Hill Library activities and events...
All programs are
free and made
possible by the
Friends of the
Pleasant Hill
Library

s February Family Night
Monday, Feb. 3, 6:30 p.m.

TBA.

s Japanese Tea Ceremony
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 6:30 p.m.

A special storytime with I Heart Art Studio
will introduce children to the world of paint and
other art activities. Come prepared for lots of
messy fun. Best for ages 0-6.

Ikuko Thomas
(tea name Kubo
Ikusen) will teach
us the history, mystery, and meaning
of Chanoyu, the
Tea
Ceremony.
Enjoy a short demonstration of a
traditional
Japanese tea service
and a sample of
some tea as well.

s New Year’s Magic

s Pajama Yoga Storytime

FAMILY EVENTS
s I Heart Art Storytime
Thursday, Jan. 2, 11:15 a.m.

Monday, Jan. 6, 6:30 p.m.

Ring in the New Year with an evening full of
laughter and magic. Magician Mike Della Penna
is known for captivating the 3-to-7-year-old
crowd with his laughter-filled, participatory
magic show. Join the fun and prepare to be
delighted.

s Leung’s White Crane Dancers
Monday, Jan. 13, 6:30 p.m.

Celebrate the year of the Rat with our Lunar
New Year celebration featuring the amazing
White Crane Lion Dancers.

Storytimes
Every Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday
11:15-11:45 a.m., plus
Friday afternoons,
1:15-1:45 p.m.

Introduce your child to the
wonderful world
of words at any of
our fun and
musical storytimes.
Join us for an extra
craft after storytimes
each Thursday.

Monday, Jan. 27 and Feb. 24, 6:30 p.m.

Come in your
jammies for a new
twist on storytime
with yoga poses
connected to the
evening’s stories.
Led by certified
children’s yoga
instructor Arezu
Moshirian.

s Eco Studio
Third and fourth Wednesdays of the
month, 3–5 p.m., check ccclib.org for specific
dates. Learn to machine sew your own fabulous
up-cycled creations. Pop-up events will include
opportunities to learn weaving, beading and
other up-cycled crafting as well.
As this program grows, the library is seeking
extra adult volunteers who wish to share their
sewing and needle arts skills with youth. Contact
phl@ccclib.org to apply.
s Anime @ the Library
First and third Thursday, 3–4 p.m.

Share your love of Anime with other teens
after school. Selections are made by the group
and snacks are provided. For ages 12 – 18.

Pleasant Hill Library
display case
Reserve the library’s
free lobby display case for
your nonprofit organization and connect with 1,200
visitors a day. Contact the
library at phl@ccclib.org
for an application.

Pleasant Hill Library
Meeting Room and Small
Study Room available during
library open hours. Details
on how to reserve these
rooms at ccclib.org.

s Lego Creators Club
Every Saturday, 2–3 p.m.

From Duplos to Mindstorm EV3 Robotics.
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For additional information
and details on events,
go to ccclib.org/
locations/pleasanthill.html

Pleasant Hill Library activities and events...
ADULT EVENTS
s Immigration Law Clinic
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 6 p.m.

Meet with a lawyer from the CCC Bar Association
for a free and confidential one-on-one consultation
on immigration law. Help is available on a first come,
first served basis. Hablan Español.

s The Port Chicago Disaster
Tuesday, Feb. 25, 6:00 p.m.

Join Eric Stearns
from the National
Park Service as we
learn about the history of the local
WWII disaster that
claimed the lives of
320 service men,
and its impacts
within the military
and civilian life.

s Beading with Donna
Every first Tuesday, 6 p.m.

Join local beading expert Donna Cooper for an
introductory class on beading and jewelry making.
Adults only, no registration needed.

s All Abilities Playgroup
Saturday, Jan. 11 and Feb. 8, 10:30–11.30 a.m.
Tuesday, Jan 14 and Feb 11, 4–5 p.m.

Come join our fun toddler play group and have an
opportunity to ask a professional questions about your
toddler’s development from certified speech pathologists of Chit Chat Preschool.

s Monthly Book Discussion Groups
o Senior Center Book Club, first Mondays,
12 noon, held at 233 Gregory Lane.
o Afternoon Book Club, second Fridays, 1 p.m.
o Evening Book Club, third Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m.
s ESL Conversation Practice for Adults
Wednesdays, 1:30–2:30 p.m.

Come practice and improve your English conversation skills in an informal, small group setting.

s Adults Learn to Read and Spell
Contact Project Second Chance, the Contra Costa
County Library’s adult literacy program, for more
information at 925-927-3250.
s 1 on 1 Computer Tutoring
Select Wednesdays, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. by appointment.
Call 925-646-6434. s

Friends extends hours on book sales
Start the New Year with two Premium Book sales and an additional
hour of browsing! The first two Premium Book sales of 2020 are scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 11 and Saturday, Feb. 8 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Book sales used to end at 2 p.m.—now shoppers get an additional hour
at the end of the sale to collect most items at 50 percent off!
The book sales are held at the Pleasant Hill Library and offer a huge
selection of high quality, individually priced premium books, CDs, DVDs
and audio books, puzzles and board games as well as like-new books
for sale. All the fiction books are alphabetized by author. We also have
the usual range of all non-fiction categories including biography, cooking, gardening, history, health and travel. From 1 to 3 p.m., most items
are 50 percent off. There is no early entry and no bag sale at this event.
Purchases at the Friends book sales help fund the library collection and
programs for all ages.
You can also browse our newest and finest quality used books inside
the library in the Friends Book Store between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Wednesday through Saturday. Book donations, CDs, DVDs and jigsaw puzzles in
good condition can be left in the donation room at the Pleasant Hill
Library during library open hours Monday through Saturday. At all our sales,
and in the Book Store, we accept cash, checks and credit cards. s

A Message from the Fr
iend

s’ President
The Friends of the Pleasa
nt Hill Library Board tha
nks you for
everything that you do
to support our organiza
tion and the
Library. The past year ha
s been busy, and it was wo
nderful to see
so many of you at events
, activities and book sales.
This is the time of year wh
en the Friends pledge ou
r commitment
to the Library to support
programs and purchase
new books. The
Friends underwrite nearly
every program the librar
y has to offer
and are committed to sup
plementing many new boo
ks the library
needs for its patrons.
Yes, we are asking for you
r support, but we are als
o sending you a
love letter to let you kn
ow how your support of
the Friends has
enriched our communit
y. From January to Decem
ber 2019, we
contributed $30,000 for
programming and $10,0
00 for books at
the Pleasant Hill Library.
We absolutely would not
be able to do it
without your help—thank
you!
As you know, the new lib
rary building’s targeted
completion date
is late 2021. Between no
w and then, the Friends
will be fundraising for interior essent
ials such as the furnit
ure, fixtures,
technology items and equ
ipment. Together, we ha
ve a unique
opportunity to give back
to our Library, to our com
munity, to ourselves. The Friends of the
Pleasant Hill Library ask
you to join us
in creating a legacy for
our community, now
and for the
future. Stay tuned for mo
re information later this
year!
Supporting the Friends of
the Pleasant Hill Library
is easy. Credit
card donations may
be made through ou
r website at:
PHLibraryFriends.org. Ch
ecks should be made ou
t to Friends of
the Pleasant Hill Library,
1750 Oak Park Blvd., Ple
asant Hill, CA
94523.
With gratefulness,
Susan Weaver
President of the Friends
of the
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Pleasant Hill Library

News from Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District...
General announcements

Mark your calendars for these exciting events!

Get inspired in 2020!

t

Pop-Up play dates FREE
Friday, Jan. 31, 10 a.m.–noon, Teen Center, 147 Gregory Lane
Friday, Feb. 28, 10 a.m.–noon, Teen Center
Tuesday, March 17, 3-4:30 p.m., PH Park, 147 Gregory Lane
Pop in and play with them! Rec & Park staff will provide organized outdoor games and activities in the park. They provide
the fun—you provide the smiles.

Register now for classes, activities
and events starting in early January-March. Go to pleasanthillrec.com for
registration information.
t Focus on Fitness in 2020.
Keep active in the new year by
trying out a new fitness or
dance class. From Healing
Qigong, Yoga and Pilates, Ballroom dancing, Belly dancing
and line dancing, there are a
wide variety of activities to get
your body moving and grooving.
Visit pleasanthillrec.com/337.

t

PH Rec Preschool priority registration for 2020-2021.
Saturday, March 28, 8:30 a.m. at the Community Center, 320
Civic Drive. First come, first serve. Questions? Contact Preschool Director Sarah Smith at 925-676-5200 ext. 626 or
ssmith@pleasanthillrec.com.

t

Inclusive Recreation Dances. Friday, Jan. 10 and March 6,
7-9 p.m., Pleasant Hill Senior Center, 233 Gregory Lane.
The Recreation & Park District, in partnership with the cities
of Concord and Walnut Creek, host dances specifically
designed for developmentally disabled adults. Admission: $7
per person. Cash only. Caregivers free. Questions? Contact
Holly Frates at hfrates@pleasanthillrec.com.

t NEW! Blacksmithing & Glass Flame Workshops for adults
and teens. Try something new and different with your teen
(12-17 years) or enjoy the workshop with other adults. Metal &
Glass Mixers for introductory workshops to blacksmithing and
working with molten glass. First workshop is Jan. 18.

t

My Little Sweetheart Dinner Dance
Friday, Feb. 7, 6-7:30 p.m.,
Chateau Hall, Pleasant Hill
Senior Center. Designed for
families of boys and girls up
to age 10, the Dinner Dance
is a lovely way to celebrate
Valentine’s Day as a family.
All family members must
pre-register.
$10.50/$9.50(Dist. Res.)

t

Team up with your friends
and co-workers for sports competition. Spend an hour or two a
week getting together with
your friends and/or co-workers
for some healthy sports competition and a whole lot of fun.
Choose from flag football, softball, soccer, basketball (3-on-3 and 5-on-5), volleyball,
badminton and cornhole bag toss. Visit the Adult Sports page
at pleasanthillrec.com for more information.
t Field trips for adults (21+). Meet new friends and have fun
as you explore Northern California in the company of fellow
travel enthusiasts. Visit pleasanthillrec.com/352 to view the latest local adventures.
t Dolfin Swim Team signups now open. Register early for the
lowest rates and to take advantage of the optional payment
plan. Register online at pleasanthillrec.com or in-person at the
District office in Pleasant Hill Park through May 18.
t

Get a jump start on summer swimming. Spring swim lesson
registration opens at the Summer Camp Expo on Feb. 22.
t Interested in being a lifeguard? Job application deadline for
spring Lifeguard positions is 5 p.m. Feb. 18, and work starts
March 14. Sign up for Lifeguard training class early. Visit
pleasanthillrec.com.
t Home School programs expansion. Rec & Park is expanding
their classes for home school students, including Robotics &
Engineering with LEGOS®, Jazz/Hip Hop, Aloha Mind Math,
PE/Sports and Aquatic classes. Rec & Park now accepts Visions
and Compass vouchers. Need more information? Call
925-682-0896.

More info? Visit pleasanthillrec.com or call 925-682-0896.
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Senior Center activities...

Helping the community...

n Pancake Breakfasts—everyone is welcome!

Enjoy a stack of pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, and biscuits
with sausage gravy, along with bottomless orange juice and
coffee. It’s the best deal in town!
o Sundays, Jan. 5 and Feb. 2, 8:30–10:30 a.m.
o 11 years and older: $5; ages 5-10: $3.
Ages 4 and under are free.
o Senior Center Chateau Room
n Chinese New Year Chef’s lunch

Enjoy a spin-off of the popular Chef’s Lunch to celebrate the year
of the Rat. Live entertainment.
o Friday, Jan. 17, 9 a.m.
o Tickets: $10 presale; $14 after Jan. 7.
Non-members pay $4 more.
o Senior Center Chateau Room
n Crab Feed

All-you-can-eat crab, salad, pasta, garlic bread and dessert.
Tickets will sell out, so don’t delay!
o Friday, Jan. 24, 6 p.m.
o Tickets: $45 until Jan. 10 and $55 after Jan. 10.
o Senior Center Chateau Room
n Coffee With a Cop

Fourth of July Commission
distributes funds to
Pleasant Hill Schools
The Fourth of July Commission delivered $9,844 in
checks to Pleasant Hill schools in November, thanks
to proceeds from the 2019 Firecracker 5K Run. Over
the years, the race has raised more than $170,000 for
local schools.
The Firecracker 5K Run is just one part of the
Fourth of July festivities. Other events planned by the
Commission are the Parade, Party in the Park, and the
evening Fireworks.
The Commission is looking for new members to
become involved to help make the 2020 celebration a
success. Anyone interested in
being part of the Fourth of
July Commission is invited to
the next Commission meeting
at 7 p.m., Jan. 15 in the Large
Community Room at City Hall.

Free tax preparation
FREE TAX PREPARATION for the 2020 tax season
is available starting February 2020 from AARP’s
Tax-Aide and United Way’s Earn It, Keep It, Save It
(EKS) programs. Service is provided by volunteer tax
preparers who are IRS trained and certified. Both
programs serve taxpayers of any age, and AARP
membership is not required for Tax-Aide. EKS service
is limited to those with incomes below $54,000,
while Tax-Aide does not have an income limit.

FREE! Join us and enjoy a cup of joe
with one of Pleasant Hill’s finest. Ask
questions, discuss what it’s like to be
a police officer in today’s world or just
come to put a friendly face to the
badge. No reservations or signups
required—just stop by!
o Wednesday, Jan. 29, 9-10 a.m.
o Senior Center Dining Room

Beginning Jan. 6, 2020

n Mardi Gras

No need to go to New Orleans for Mardi Gras! Join us for our
annual celebration of this Cajun celebration with wine and great
food. Non-alcoholic beverages available. Sponsored by WiseGirl
Ristorante.
o Thursday, Feb. 27, 3 p.m.
o Tickets: $15 presale; $20 after Feb. 19.
o Senior Center Chateau Room.
n Care Management Series

The Care Management Series brings a variety of topics from
experts in our community. Presentations are free however
space is limited. Call 925-798-8788 or sign up at
www.pleasanthillrec.com.
o Thursday, Jan. 9, 2 p.m. in the Chateau Room: “Planning for
Quality of Life Throughout Life’s Changes, presented by Beacon Home Care”
o Thursday, Feb. 13, 2 p.m. in the Dining Room: “Planning for
Quality of Life Through Your Medical Journey, presented by
Beacon Home Care”
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For information or to make an appointment for
the Tax-Aide site serving the Pleasant Hill area, call
925-405-6011 Hillcrest Congregational Church site;
for the site serving the Pacheco area call
925-709-4525 Pacheco Community Center; for the
site serving the Martinez area call 925-370-8770
Martinez Senior Center. For general information
and other site locations, call 925-726-3199. For
information on EKS sites call 2-1-1 or visit
www.earnitkeepitsaveit.org.
To complete your 2019 tax return, bring the following to your appointment:
n Social Security Card or ITIN letter for all
individuals to be listed on the return
n Photo identification for the taxpayer and spouse
n Copies of all 2019: W-2s, 1098s and 1099s
n Other income and deductions
n Your 2018 Tax Return
n Covered California: All documents
including form 1095

What’s happening in Pleasant Hill...
Use your yard waste bin to recycle your food waste
Organic usually means “healthy”—
but there’s nothing healthy about
throwing organic materials into the
garbage, and from there, into
landfills.
Instead, throw food waste scraps
into the yard waste bin. All types of food
are accepted, including meat and bones,
bread, pasta, fruits and vegetables. The
material is hauled to a compost facility
and turned into a rich soil amendment.
Once a year, the compost will be available for residents- stay tuned!
Kitchen compost pails are a great way
to keep food scraps out of the trash. Use
the pail to store food scraps, and empty
often into the green yard waste cart.
To keep your pail clean, line the pail
with newspaper or a paper bag, or purchase compostable bags. (To fit most
kitchen pail, look for bags that are 2.5
or 3 gallons.)
Keeping organics out of the landfill
can make a huge difference. Consider
this: Californians send 30 million tons of
waste to the landfill every year. About a
third is organic, and could be used for
compost or mulch. That’s 10 million
LESS tons of waste filling the landfills
every year!

Organic recycling for businesses

Restaurants and other businesses
that generate four or more cubic yards
of combined trash, recycling and
organics per week must recycle organics
as of January 2019. ALL businesses can
participate in recycling organics no matter how much waste they generate.
Businesses that do a great job separating organic material and recycling not
only help the planet – they may see a
decrease in their garbage bill, as the recycling and organics collection are included
with the garbage rate.

The City Council and Staff of Pleasant Hill City Hall,
the Public Services Center, and the Pleasant Hill Police
Department wish you all a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
We look forward to providing the efficient and professional
delivery of public services for all residents and
businesses in 2020 and beyond.
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Republic Services can help set businesses up with all the necessary
equipment, including free indoor recycle
and compost containers, educational
materials and training for staff.
Please contact Isabell Angel, Recycling Coordinator at 925-671-5806 or
iangel@republicservices.com.
For more information on mandatory
organics recycling, visit the
CalRecycle AB1826 webpage:
www.calrecycle.ca.gov/recycle/
commercial/organics. s

What’s happening in Pleasant Hill...
Hour of Code held in Pleasant Hill

Matt Highland (standing, left) and Roman Maksymiuk (third
from left), instructors from Hackington’s Code School for Kids,
provide tips during the Hour of Code event sponsored by the
Pleasant Hill Education Commission on Dec. 12. Hour of Code is a
national grassroots program held once a year to demystify coding and broaden participation in the field of computer science.
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What’s happening in Pleasant Hill...
Our rockin’ community! Events for January and February 2020
Date

Event

Location

Organization

Jan 6

New Year’s Magic

PH Library

PH Library

Contact

Jan 7

CERT class starts

Boy Scout office on Ellinwood

Pleasant Hill CERT

938-5433

Jan 9

CMS: Quality of Life Throughout Life’s Changes PH Senior Center

PH Senior Center

798-8788

Jan 11

Premium Book Sale

PH Library

Friends of the Library

Jan 16

Sustainable workshop: Fruit Trees 101

Rodgers Ranch Heritage Center Rodgers Ranch

Jan 18

Diablo Valley Preschool Fair

PH Community Center

PH Rec & Park

Jan 18

Lions Club Crab Feed

PH Senior Center

PH Lions Club

Jan 17

Chinese New Year Chef’s Lunch

PH Senior Center

PH Senior Center

Feb tba

Sustainable workshop: Beekeeping 201

Rodgers Ranch Heritage Center Rodgers Ranch

Feb 3

State of the City Mayor’s Breakfast

Contra Costa Country Club

City of Pleasant Hill

Feb 7

My Little Sweetheart Dinner Dance

PH Community Center

PH Rec & Park

Feb 11

Premium Book Sale

PH Library

Friends of the Library

Feb 13

CMS: Quality of Life, Your Medical Journey

PH Senior Center

PH Senior Center

798-8788

Feb 22

Summer Camp Expo

PH Community Center

PH Rec & Park

691-5645

Feb 25

Keeping your vision 20/20 in 2020

PH Senior Center

Commission on Aging

671-5221

cclib.org

phlibraryfriends.org
www.sustainablecoco.org
771-7625
dicklepre@rpm-mtg.com
798-8788
www.sustainablecoco.org
pleasanthillca.org/mayortickets
676-5200
phlibraryfriends.org

Economic Development/Business News in Pleasant Hill
Welcome these new businesses to Pleasant Hill!
The City of Pleasant Hill is committed to promoting and supporting the business community within the City.
The economic vitality of Pleasant Hill is dependent on a strong business sector, and the City plays an important
role in making this happen. To find out more about Economic Development efforts in Pleasant Hill or for additional information on locating or expanding your business operations in the City, please contact Kelly Calhoun
at 925-671-5213 or Kcalhoun@pleasanthillca.org.

Assist on Call
Home Health Care Services
2100 Monument Blvd., Suite 8-9
925-969-7634
www.assistoncall-us.com
Divine Beauty Lounge
Skin Care, Eyelash Extensions,
Full Face and Body Waxing
100 Longbrook Way, Suite 10
510-221-8294
www.beautybarluxe.com

Guzman Legal Solutions
Representing Lawyers,
Law Firms and Law Students
925-212-9613
www.guzmanlegalsolutions.com
Marygrace@guzmanlegalsolutions.com
Law Office of Dennis M. Young
Criminal Defense and
Commercial Litigation
925-293-7283
www.dyounglaw.org
dyoung@dyounglaw.org
Philip Blankenship Design
Graphic Design Services
415-574-6333
www.philiprblankenship.com
pblankenship@gmail.com
Pleasant Hill Prosthodontics
Family, Cosmetic and Implant
Dentistry
401 Gregory Lane, Suite 130
925-681-1801
www.phteeth.com
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Vance Appraisal Services
Residential Real Estate Appraisals
925-899-2983
lanivance@comcast.net
Starlight Nails
2685 Pleasant Hill Road, Suite B
925-937-1322
starlightnailsandspa@gmail.com

City Meetings...

January
WHEN

WHAT

WHERE

Wed 8

6:30pm

Civic Action Commission

City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 9

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

City Hall Community Room

Thu 9

5:00pm

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Thu 9

5:00pm

Commission on Aging

City Manager’s Conference Room

Mon 13 7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Tue 14

6:00pm

Traffic Safety Commission

City Hall Community Room

Tue 14

6:30pm

Planning Commission (public hearing)* Council Chambers

Thu 21

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

City Hall Community Room

Wed 22 7:00pm

Education Commission

City Hall Community Room

Thu 23

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Mon 27 7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Tue 28

Planning Commission (public hearing)* Council Chambers

5:00pm

6:30pm

CITY OF PLEASANT HILL
100 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-3323
925-671-5270

CITY OFFICIALS
Mayor
Vice-Mayor

Matt Rinn
Sue Noack

Councilmembers
Ken Carlson l Tim Flaherty
Michael G. Harris
City Council meetings are broadcast on
Comcast channel 28, U-Verse
Channel 99, and Wave Broadband Channel 29
on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Videos of meetings are also available on
the City website under “Watch Meetings.”

CITY HALL HOURS
Monday–Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

February
WHEN

WHAT

WHERE

8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

the OUTLOOK

Mon 3

7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Wed 5

6:30pm

Civic Action Commission

City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 6

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

City Hall Community Room

Tue 11

6:00pm

Traffic Safety Commission

City Hall Community Room

Tue 11

6:30pm

Planning Commission (public hearing)*

Council Chambers

Thu 13

5:00pm

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Editor/Writer

Gayle Vassar, Community
Relations Manager

Design/misc photos

Donaghu Graphic Designs

Thu 13

5:00pm

Commission on Aging

City Hall Small Community Room

Thu 20

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

City Hall Community Room

Mon 24 7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Tue 25

Planning Commission (public hearing)*

Council Chambers

Education Commission

City Hall Community Room

6:30pm

Wed 22 7:00pm

The Outlook newsletter is published
bimonthly on recycled paper. For questions and
comments, please contact Gayle Vassar, Community Relations Manager, at 925-671-5229 or
email her at gvassar@pleasanthillca.org.

COVER: Downtown Pleasant Hill

Important Phone Numbers
Police/Fire Emergency
Police (Business)

Thu 27

5:00pm

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

* For live streaming of these meetings, go to pleasanthillca.org and click on “Watch Meetings” icon.

Sign up for Emergency Alerts!
Residents can sign up for Nixle alerts
at www.nixle.com.
Register for the Community Warning System
(CWS) alerts at https://cwsalerts.com.
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911
925-288-4600

Fire (Business)

925-941-3300

Public Services Center

925-671-4646

Chamber of Commerce

925-687-0700

Recreation & Parks

925-682-0896

Trash and recycling

925-685-4711

PG&E

800-743-5000

Senior Center

925-798-8788

Senior Van Service

925-671-5272

Library

925-646-6434

the OUTLOOK
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