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Celebrating the best
of Pleasant Hill

Residents respond to call for food—in a BIG way!

Community
volunteer
Jill
Scheidel is the 2019 Citizen of the
Year. The announcement came during a lively “virtual” Community
Awards event streamed online on
Sept. 22.
Scheidel is well known for supporting myriad causes, including the
Monument Crisis Center, Meals on
Wheels, animal shelters and feeding
the needy. She regularly pulls
together meals to serve those at
homeless shelters.
“Jill is the person we all should
aspire to be,” wrote one nominator.
“No matter how big or how small,
she gets involved without a second
thought.”
The Gregory Gardens Community Crew was awarded the Mayor’s
Award.
“During this year of Shelter in
Place, when many have been isolated from friends and relatives,
the value of building community
—Continued on page 2

Watch the
Community Awards Program

A re-invented Community Service Day on Saturday, October 10 was wildly successful as residents responded to a citywide food drive. Trucks and cars arrived at the drop-off sites loaded
with bags of groceries. The four grocery store sites were very busy, and a police cruiser was
stuffed with 600 lbs of food. More than 11,000 lbs of food in all was collected that day and
nearly $10,000 was donated through the online Virtual Food Drive. Great job, Pleasant Hill!
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It’s not too late to watch the Community Awards show. The program is
being aired on the City Channel
(Comcast 28; Wave 29; and UVerse
99)—check local listings.
It’s also available online at
www.pleasanthillca.org/awards.

News from the City...

Citizen of the Year Jill Scheidel

Pleasant Hill’s best
—continued from page 1

amongst neighbors has become increasingly clear,” said the 2019 Mayor in
announcing the award.
The GGCC works tirelessly to influence tangible change in the community
by providing donations and volunteer
services for local public agencies and
non-profit organizations. Nader Jazayeri
accepted on behalf of the grassroots
group dedicated to cultivating fellowship through neighborhood community
service.
Other Community Awards winners
were Bob Goldner, Friends of the Pleasant Hill Library Sales Manager (Volunteer
of the Year); Olivia Llamas (Teen of the
Year); Mary Gray (Education Supporter
of the Year); Kirsten Tharalsen, Valley
View Middle School (Teacher of the
Year); Friends of the Pleasant Hill Creeks
(Green Award); the Pleasant Hill Lion’s
Club (Non-Profit of the Year); Amy’s Hallmark Store (Business of the Year)
The Chamber of Commerce presented Susan Hurl of Republic Services
with the Chamber Board Appreciation
Award and Rob Curran received the
Pleasant Hill Recreation & Park District
Community Service Award. s

COMPOST GIVEAWAY. About 80 Pleasant Hill residents took advantage of
Republic Services’ free compost giveaway, held in September in the City Hall parking
lot. Shown here, resident Bill Biermann (with shovel) and recycling coordinator
Marie Knutson.

Green energy provider coming in 2021
New energy options are coming to
Pleasant Hill. MCE, a public,
not-for-profit energy provider that
offers customers the option of
having up to 100 percent of their
electricity supplied by renewable
resources, will begin enrolling
customers in April 2021.
How MCE Works

MCE is a Community Choice Energy
program that buys power on their customers’ behalf from renewable
resources such as solar, wind and hydroelectric.
While MCE purchases power, PG&E
continues to deliver the electricity,
maintain power lines, provide repairs,
and handle billing.
MCE customers will continue to get
one bill—from PG&E. On it, they will see
a charge for electric generation from
MCE. This is not a new service or added
fee; instead, it is replacing PG&E’s generation service.
Early next year, MCE will start an
extensive outreach process including
multiple direct mailings to explain how
MCE works and to give residents time to
opt out if they wish. Residential and
business customers will be automatically
enrolled in MCE with their April 2021
PG&E billing cycle unless they opt out.
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Three energy choices

Pleasant Hill residents will have
three energy choices: MCE Light Green
(60 percent renewable), MCE Deep
Green (100 percent renewable), and
remaining with PG&E.
Customers will be automatically
enrolled in MCE Light Green. They can
choose to “opt up” to MCE Deep Green,
or opt out and remain with PG&E service as soon as the first enrollment
notice is received 60 days before their
April enrollment.
PG&E and MCE Light Green costs are
comparable; MCE Deep Green typically
costs about $5 more than MCE Light
Green.
MCE was founded in 2010 and
provides electricity service to more than
one million residents and businesses in
36 member communities across four
Bay Area counties: Contra Costa, Napa,
Marin and Solano. The Pleasant Hill City
Council voted to join MCE in June 2019.
MCE will be available to answer
questions and give presentations in the
months prior to enrollment. Stay tuned
for ways to get more information
and to be involved in this process.
More information about MCE services and programs is available at
mceCleanEnergy.org. s

News from the City...
Former social worker
is new Community
Resource Officer
Pleasant Hill PD’s new Community
Resource Officer (CRO) Nicholas
Filippini has an extensive
background in social work.

Chief Building Official Geoff Simmons demonstrates the interactive Permit Guide. The
Guide pulls information from relevant City departments to create a consolidated report
for applicants.

New program simplifies the permit process

He was a case manager, special investigator and supervisor for Butler County
Children Services in Ohio for 13 years. He
also worked as a case worker for Contra
Costa County Child and Family Services
before making the career change to law
enforcement.
The California native was raised in
Ohio, and holds a Bachelor’s degree in
Political Science and Philosophy and a
Master’s degree in Counseling and
Human Services from the University of
Colorado.
In 2018, Filippini joined the Pleasant
Hill Police Department as part of the
patrol division. He is excited to work with
our community in his new role as CRO.
What does the Community Resource
Officer do? He or she helps problem
solve chronic issues impacting the community, and works with both the patrol
and investigations divisions to address
specific crime trends and issues. The
Community Resource Officer works
directly with the Coordinated Outreach,
Referral & Engagement (CORE) team on
issues relating to homeless members of
our community, and collaborates with
the City’s Code Enforcement Officer to
address quality of life issues.
Welcome to Community Resource
Officer Nick Filippini! s

An interactive program that makes it
easier to navigate the permitting process
is coming to a computer screen near you.
The program asks for the applicant’s
address, poses a series of questions—
such as ‘which option best describes your
project?’—and then uses the answers to
create a comprehensive report with permit requirements, along with links to
necessary permits or brochures with
more information.
“That’s a big change from the current
way of doing things,” said Chief Building
Official Geoff Simmons.
“A project might involve several City
departments, such as building, planning
and engineering,” he noted.

“The way it’s done now, people
have to go to various department
pages, scroll through multiple documents, and try to decipher what’s
important,” he said.
The new program eliminates the
need to go from department to
department, instead pulling everything together into one seamless
report.
The interactive Permit Guide
is set to go live by the end of
November. It will be available
on
the
City
website
at
pleasanthillca.org/permitguide. s

Pleasant Hill PD veteran promoted to Captain
Pleasant Hill’s new Police Captain is
Scott Vermillion. Captain Vermillion has
been in law enforcement for 23 years, the
last 20 in Pleasant Hill.
In his 20 years with the Pleasant Hill
Police Department, Captain Vermillion has
served in many roles, from a patrol officer
to the K-9 Coordinator. He is an Assistant
Team Commander for the Central County
SWAT Team, and a facilitator with the Contra
Costa-Alameda County Inner Perspectives
Leadership Program, which is designed to
encourage leadership, personal growth and
ethical decision making. s
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News from the City...
Meet Carol Reade, Pleasant Hill’s
Southeast Area Co-Coordinator
In the last issue, we met CERT NE Area
Coordinator, Sherry Cartmill. Continuing
our introduction of the area coordinators, say “Hi” to Carol Reade, our SE
coordinator and one of our busiest volunteers.

Welcome, Carol!
Q: What positions do you hold with PH
CERT?
Carol: I am the SE Area Coordinator,
Steering Committee Administration
Chair, and Pleasant Hill Community
Emergency Response Team Foundation Secretary.
Q: Sounds like you’re pretty busy in
CERT! How long have you been with
the organization? How long have
you been an area coordinator?
Carol: I’ve been in CERT for over 10 years
and a coordinator for almost 9 years.
Q: What are your duties as an area
coordinator?
Carol: A few of my duties are:
ä Keep a current annotated area roster,

with response/participation availability, skills, and equipment for the area.
ä Schedule and conduct regular (ap-

proximately monthly) area meetings
and occasional area-specific training.
ä Keep an inventory of the equipment

CERT SE Area has a great group of
about 10 - 12 core members who all
offer different skills and perspectives.
Our meetings have a very positive
vibe with most people contributing to
the discussion. Not everyone attends
all meetings.
Q: How are you handling the pandemic
and lockdown? How does it affect
your work for your CERT area?
Carol: Work has really slowed. I would
have liked to have scheduled a Zoom
meeting(s) but have not scheduled
one yet. I have worked via email with
Gordon Doughty on the materials he
is developing for some future training.
Q: Any parting words?
Carol: I have enjoyed working with my
fellow coordinators and with the
Steering Committee members. Jim
Bonato deserves big thanks for starting the program and keeping it going.
Being a member of CERT has given me
a better view of and desire to be
involved with my community.
Q: Tell us your big dream: what would
make your CERT area soar to great
heights?
Carol: That’s a tough one. I’d like to see
more participation and interest, but

it’s hard for people to change their
priorities. We could do regular
area-wide exercises to simulate a
response and keep our skills
up-to-date. We have discussed this
exercise several times and will most
likely schedule one after a future PH
CERT all-area exercise.
We could also hold an “open house”
at the area’s storage container to
familiarize area members with what
is available. We held one a few years
ago, and a few PH City Council
members and PH Recreation and
Park board members attended, along
with some SE Area CERT members.
We would like to hold another open
house. Maybe if we had more
area-wide exercises, our volunteers
would have more interest in what
equipment and supplies are stocked.
I also hope for more leadership types
in the area. Like any volunteer organization, we have a lot of capable and
enthusiastic followers, but few leaders! s

and supplies for the SE Area.
ä Share PH CERT and other relevant in-

Sunrise in Pleasant Hill

formation with area volunteers.
ä Enlist area members to participate in

City and County events, e.g., the
County-wide communication exercise, National Night Out, building the
area’s building hazard survey to be
entered into the City’s GIS system.
Q: What is your favorite part of the job
and why?
Carol: Learning from other SE Area CERT
members and getting to know people
whom I would not ordinarily
meet/know. I like to learn from others
and meet people with different perspectives and personalities. The PH

Simeon ‘Jojo’ Chavarria, Jr. captured this image of the sun rising from Las Juntas open space.

4

News from the City...
Fall gardening—a good time for a yard redo
Late fall is a great time to garden. Cooler weather and shorter days make
autumn an ideal time to plant. If you’re curious about transforming your
water-thirsty lawn into a beautiful water-wise landscape, keep reading to learn
how you could receive up to $1,000 to make the switch.

‘Tis the season…to RECYCLE!

Contra Costa Water District’s Lawn to Garden and Landscape Design Assistance rebate programs will help you create a beautiful, eye-catching front yard. To
find out more about the programs visit ccwater.com/159/Lawn-to-Garden-Rebate
or call 925-688-8320. This rebate applies to homes, HOAs, and even some commercial properties!
Their programs offer:
n Up to a $1,000 rebate for residential properties ($1 per square foot converted)
n A no-cost, two-hour professional landscape design consultation at your home
Apply online: www.ccwater.com/159/Lawn-to-Garden-Rebate
Questions: email conserve@ccwater.com or call 925-688-8320
For water efficiency tips sign up for our Water Saver E-newsletter,
www.ccwater.com/1018/Conservation-E-Newsletter. s

Diablo Vista Water—open engineer position
The Diablo Vista County Water System was formed in 1950 to provide
untreated canal water for irrigation to 475 homes in the area bounded
roughly by Oak Park Boulevard, the Contra Costa canal, Boyd Road and
Patterson Boulevard, known locally as “Poet’s Corner.” In 1963, the Diablo
Vista County Water District merged with the newly incorporated City of
Pleasant Hill, and changed its name to Diablo Vista Water System (DVWS).
The City of Pleasant Hill administers the affairs of DVWS, with the advice and
recommendations of the DVWS Advisory Board. The three-person Advisory
Board is appointed by the City Council. DVWS personnel are independent
contractors and not employees of the City. The system typically operates
from April to November.
DVWS currently has an open position for an Engineer. The Engineer is
responsible for assisting the Chief Engineer in the maintenance and operation of the system. The position may include occasional evening and
weekend call-outs for emergency system shutdowns and/or zone isolations.
The system can be operated remotely for main pump operations. The Engineer assists with maintenance of the pump house, investigating field
problems and proposals for improvements of the system. Knowledge of
construction and maintenance of water
related public works projects is desirable.
Residence within the Diablo Vista Water System District is preferred, but not required.
For further information regarding the
position, including compensation, please
contact DVWS at 925-383-2233. s
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It’s the most wonderful time of the
year… so make sure you know the INs
and OUTs of holiday gift wrap recycling!
Make sure you ONLY put accepted
recyclables in your brown recycling
cart—otherwise you can contaminate
the recycling, and it may be landfilled as
garbage.
Do recycle...
ä Cardboard (no plastic or tape at-

tached!)
ä Plain paper boxes (gift, shoe, and

shipping)
ä Plain wrapping paper (no metallic

print, glitter, or shine)
ä Holiday cards and envelopes (without

embellishments)
ä Plastic, glass, or metal food and bever-

age containers can be recycled if rinsed
and dried! Any food, grease, or water
residue can contaminate recycling.
Do not recycle...
ä Shipping envelopes from online

retailers
ä Bubble wrap
ä Toy packaging made of different ma-

terials (such as a box with a plastic
window). If you remove the plastic,
this can be recycled!
ä Styrofoam packing peanuts
Visit www.RecycleWhere.org
for local reuse options!

Holiday Trees will be collected curbside on your regular service day during
the week of January 11-15, 2021. Make
sure all lights, tinsel, ornaments (including hooks), and any other decorations
have been removed. This protects the
safety
of
our
drivers!
Visit
www.republicservices.com/muncipality/
pleasant-hill-ca for more information.
Questions? Contact Madison Aberer
at maberer@republicservices.com
or 925-812-7587.

Information about flooding and services available in the City...
Flooding during the winter can occur
in some parts of Pleasant Hill. To help
the community prepare, here is a
roundup of information.
How to report flooding

To report a flooding problem in your
neighborhood, call the City Maintenance
Division at 925-671-4646 weekdays during regular business hours. During
non-business hours, or if it is an emergency, please contact the Police
Department at 911.

www.floodsmart.gov. Please be aware
that the following examples may or may
not be economically feasible or practical
for every situation:
n Provide adequate drainage paths
around structures on slopes.
n Elevate or relocate electrical panel
boxes, furnaces, water heaters, and
appliances to an area that is less likely
to be flooded.
n Move essential items and valuables to
the upper floors of your home if flooding is likely.
n Keep materials such as sandbags, plywood, and plastic sheeting handy for
emergency waterproofing. Sandbags
can be obtained at the Public Service
Center, 310 Civic Drive. During the
rainy season, sandbag stations are
also set up at City Hall (visitor parking
lot)
and
Oak
Park
Boulevard/Monticello Avenue.

n Know the flood warning procedures

and plan escape routes to higher
ground.
n Monitor the level of water in the
street or flood control channel.
n Stay tuned to your battery operated
radio, local television channel, and
government social media and
websites for possible warnings.

n Turn off water and electricity in your

home during flood emergencies; turn
off gas only if you smell gas.
n Be especially cautious at night
What causes flooding?

Flooding in our city is generally caused
by the following: creek capacity and
creeks overtopping its banks, intense
rain events, clogged catch basin or storm
drains, poor site drainage, and mud and
debris-laden flows from the hills above
Pleasant Hill.
Keep storm drains clear!
The City regularly cleans and maintains its drainage channels. However,
dumping debris into storm drains creates
problems for everyone. Such dumping
not only results in an expense to taxpayers for cleanup, but also can restrict
water flow and create local flooding. The
dumping of debris (including leaves) into
the City’s storm drain system is prohibited by Municipal Code. To report cases of
illegal dumping in the storm drain system, call the Maintenance Division at
925-671-4646. Please help City crews by
collecting and sweeping leaves away
from the drainage inlets during the
winter months.
Protect your property from floods
Here are several ways to help protect property from flood damage.
For more information, go to

n Anchor the structure to prevent flota-

tion, collapse or lateral movement.
n Elevate homes so that the lowest

floor is a minimum of 1 foot above the
base flood (100 year) elevation.
What to do in event of flooding
n If flooding occurs, look for warnings
through radio, TV announcements,
social media and websites, and emergency officials and vehicles.
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For additional information on the
City’s flood warning and emergency
response plan, contact the City Office of
Emergency Services/Police Department,
at 925-288-4600.
Special Flood Hazard Areas
Certain areas within Pleasant Hill have
been designated as Special Flood Hazard
Areas (SFHAs) by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, meaning they are
within the 100-year flood boundary as
mapped by FEMA. There are currently
approximately 700 homes within these
flood zones.
A 100-year flood refers to a flood level
with 1 percent or greater chance of being
equaled or exceeded in any given year.
There is a 26 percent chance that a structure located in a Special Flood Hazard
Area will be inundated by a 100-year flood
during the life of a 30-year mortgage. In
comparison, the risk of fire is approximately 5 percent in the same time period.
Smaller floods have a greater chance
of occurring in any given year and can still
create a significant hazard. Visit the City’s
website
at
http://www.ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us/flood for more information
on the Special Flood Hazard Areas.

Information about flooding and services available in the City...

Flood Insurance

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) makes federally backed
flood insurance available to everyone in
the City, whether they are in a floodplain
or not. Insurance is available for buildings
(including walls, floors, and insulation)
and contents (which is also available to
renters).
It is important to note that the standard homeowner policy that most of us
have will not cover a loss caused by flooding. For information about flood
insurance, call your insurance agent or
the California Department of Water Services, Floodplain Management Branch at
916-653-5791.
Flood insurance is mandatory for federally backed mortgages on buildings
located within Special Flood Hazard
Areas. The minimum standard flood
insurance coverage required by the federal government for a property in a
Special Flood Hazard Area is the lesser of
the following: 1) the outstanding mortgage balance on the structure; 2) the
replacement cost of the structure; or 3)
$250,000 for a residential structure, and
$500,000 for industrial/commercial. This
insurance coverage limit does not apply
to property outside the Special Flood
Hazard Area.
Elevation Certificates
An Elevation Certificate provides elevation information necessary to
determine the proper insurance premium rate. If your house is at or above
the base flood elevation, you could
receive a substantial discount on your
flood insurance premium by providing
an Elevation Certificate to your insurance agent.
For properties in Flood Zone AO, an
Elevation Certificate can be filled out by
the property owner or the owner’s representative. For all other flood zones, the

Elevation Certificate will have to be
prepared by a licensed surveyor or
engineer.
Copies of the form and instructions are
available from the City Engineering Division
or can be downloaded from FEMA’s
website (http://www.fema.gov/media-library/
assets/documents/160). If you need help
determining if your property is in the
flood zone, or if an elevation certificate
is required, please contact the City’s
Floodplain Manager at (925) 671-5260.
The City of Pleasant Hill maintains the
Elevation Certificates of all new and substantially improved buildings in the SFHA.
Floodplain Development Permit
requirements

Any development within a Special
Flood Hazard Area is subject to Federal
and City floodplain management requirements. Always check with the
Engineering Division before you build on,
alter, regrade, or place fill on your
property.
n New residential construction—
New residential buildings in the Special Flood Hazard Area must have
their lowest floor elevation (excluding garage) flood-proofed or raised
above the 100-year Base Flood Elevation (BFE).
n Substantial Improvements—
Substantially improved structures in
the Special Flood Hazard Area must
meet the same floodplain construction requirements as new buildings.
Substantial Improvement is defined
as any reconstruction, rehabilitation,
addition, or other improvement of a
structure, the cost of which equals or
exceeds 50 percent of the fair market
value of the structure (excluding land
value) before the start of the new
construction.

City staff is here to help
If requested, City staff will
help you establish if your property is within one of the Special
Flood Hazard Areas. They will
also visit a property to review
site drainage concerns and
explain ways to reduce flooding
potential or help to prevent
flood damage.
For additional information on
the City’s Floodplain Management Program, local flood
hazards,
or
any
other
flood-related questions, including obtaining or preparing an
elevation certificate, flood insurance, updates, illegal floodplain
development or illegal dumping,
call the City’s Floodplain Manager at 925-671-5260, or visit the
City’s website at www.ci.pleasant-hill.ca.us/ flood.
In addition, information is
available for the Floodway Area,
local drainage problems and historical flood data within the City.
Printed copies of flood maps and
flood protection references are
available at City Hall and at the
Temporary Library in the Community Rooms at City Hall,
925-646-6434. Digital copies of
flood maps can be obtained
online from FEMA’s Map Service
Center. These maps will also help
you determine if your home is
within a Special Flood Hazard
Area. s

n Substantial Damage—

Substantially damaged structures (a
structure damaged by fire, earthquake, flood and etc. so that the
cost of repairs equals or exceeds 50
percent of the structure’s value before it was damaged) in the Special
Flood Hazard Area must also meet
the same floodplain construction requirements as new buildings. s
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News from the City...
Is it already time for the holidays?
—Commission on Aging

Yes, holiday season is fast
approaching!! 2020 has been an
unusually tumultuous year and the
holidays may feel extra stressful. One
easy way you can enjoy the holidays
is by staying engaged with your
family, friends, and community.

You can use Zoom, FaceTime, Skype
or other video chat services to share your
favorite pictures, watch videos together,
listen to music or share favorite holiday

stories and memories with
your loved ones and friends.
It’s an easy and safe way for
family members and friends
to connect. Communication
is important, so if you cannot physically be there or
don’t have a smartphone or internet, call
frequently or mail cards or letters to keep
in touch—remember how much fun it
was to “snail mail” with your pen pal?
Everyone feels valued when they feel
connected.
Other ideas to keep your spirits up
include decorating your home and planning for the televised Thanksgiving and
December holiday specials while baking
some delicious cookies. You can also go
on a drive to see decorations and lights;
this is a great and COVID-safe way to get
out of the house.
With the extra stress families may be
feeling this year, it is helpful to be familiar
with the warning signs of depression. A
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few examples of red flags can be overwhelming sadness, frequent crying, rapid
weight fluctuations, or changes in sleeping patterns. If you suspect your loved
one is depressed, be prepared with a list
of resources to support their mental
health during the holidays and encourage them to stay physically active and
engaged with friends and family.
The Contra Costa Crisis Center manages
an extraordinary database of useful social
service and health resources and
information for County residents available 24
hours a day, seven days a week, by calling the
three digit, toll-free number “211" or visiting
www.contracosta.ca.gov/6106/211-Contra-C
osta. s

Pleasant Hill Library activities and events...
The Friends had a strong first two months
of sales at the new Book Store
In spite of the pandemic, heat and
smoky air, the Friends of the Pleasant
Hill Library’s Book Store had strong
sales in August and September.

Between the brick and mortar store
and the new online platform, we were
able to best our August Book Store
results. We increased sales to $15,700—a
$1,000 increase over August.
We want to thank all of the volunteers who have put in amazing hours to
make this happen in such a short period
of time and during a pandemic. Some
helped
move
over
15,000
books—twice—from the library to storage and to the store, all in a six week
period. Others helped build shelves and
decorate the interior with signs. Another
group helped put DVDs, CDs, audio
books, puzzles, games and 12,000 books
on the shelves in alphabetical order!
Some helped paint and fix odd problems
around the store while others continue
to sort an inordinate number of donations.
The physical store is located at 35
Crescent Drive in downtown Pleasant

Hill and open daily from 11
a.m.–5 p.m. With 2,500 square
feet of space, there is plenty of
room to browse and be socially
distant. The store boasts a
large and varied inventory with
over 12,000 items for sale, all in
great condition and priced to
sell with hundreds of new
arrivals every day.
Our
new
virtual
store
at
phlibraryfriends.org has everything the
Book Store offers and more. You can
view the entire collection and complete
your online purchases while sheltering at
home. There are lots of ways to pick up
your items: Pick them up inside the store,
have them brought to your car, or for
sales over $10, your purchase can be
delivered locally right to your home.
The Friends of the Pleasant Hill
Library is an all-volunteer organization
and all proceeds will benefit the new
Pleasant Hill Library.

Congratulations to Bob Goldner

Bob was recognized as the 2019 Volunteer of the Year at the Pleasant Hill
Awards Night on September 22. Since
becoming the Friends Book Sales manager in 2015, Bob has tripled sales income,
culminating in a record-breaking year in
2019. He’s raised almost a quarter million
dollars in the last 3 years. He’s increased
the donation to the library by 60 percent
for programs and with the expectation of
continuing increases to provide new and
improved programs for the new library.
Bravo! s

Virtual Book Club
1st Tuesday of the month
at 6:30 p.m.
Hosted via Zoom

Physical copies of the chosen book
will be available for pickup at the
Pleasant Hill Temp Library, located
at City Hall. If you are interested in
joining the meeting please register
at tinyurl.com/y59wncad
n November: "The Lost Girls
of Paris" by Pam Jenoff.
n December: "The Island of
Sea Women" by Lisa See.

News from the Community...
[DREAMER] PROJECT from DVC Drama
AN UNDOCUPLAY is a verbatim
The play reveals the challenges
theatre piece created from interviews each face as students, as well as perwith San Jose State University undocu- sonal stories of childhood and family.
mented students. The interviews took We come to know them not just as
place from January 2017 to August 2019 “undocumented” but as human beings
and focus on the continuing journeys of navigating an extraordinary time in our
these students from Mexico and Cen- history. Conceived and directed by
tral America, and the issues Kathleen Normington.
Visit dvcdrama.net for ticketing
surrounding them as they seek to find a
information and a link to attend. s
home in the U.S.
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News from the Community...
Rodgers Ranch Heritage Center
receives grant
The Board of Directors of the Pleasant Hill Historical Society, which had a donor advised fund with the
Pleasant Hill Community Foundation, requested that
a substantial grant award be made to the Rodgers
Ranch Heritage Center from the fund. The Society
requested the award because they felt the funds
would help with ongoing restoration projects at the
Ranch farm house and increase support for the Center’s mission of creating community by preserving the
history of Pleasant Hill. The Foundation board of
directors agreed with the purpose of the request and
approved the award from the fund.
On September 14, in front of the Rodgers Ranch
farm house and observing social distancing and
required masks, Ron Quinn, Vice President of the
Pleasant Hill Community Foundation presented the
grant award check to Aloma Levine, President, of the
Rodgers Ranch Heritage Center. All Rodgers Ranch
directors were present and applauded the
proceedings. s

Front Row: Ron Quinn, Vice Pres. PHCF, Lynn Spatz, RR Dir.,
Chris Rousset, RR Dir., Marian Woodard, RR Dir., and Aloma
Levine, Pres. RR. Back Row: Chris Holm, Treas. RR, John
Mattheson, RR Dir., and Alison Clary, Sec. RR.

NATIVE

AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH
November is Native American Heritage Month. What started
at the turn of the last century as an effort to gain a day of
recognition for the contributions of the many intertribal
cultures eventually resulted in a whole month being
designated for that purpose.
In 1990, President George H. W. Bush approved a resolution designating November as “Native American Heritage Month,”
providing an opportunity to celebrate the rich history, heritage, art
and traditions of the original American peoples.
Native American Heritage Month continues to be recognized
with community gatherings, festivals and educational activities.
Many schools commemorate the month by learning about the contributions of Native Americans in education, literature,
government, sports, science and technology, past and present.
Here are some ideas to honor the vibrant traditions of Native
Americans this month:
ä Visit nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov. This website, hosted

by the Library of Congress has a wealth of online exhibits, videos
and materials to provide new perspectives on Native American
cultures and history.
ä Read the work of Native American authors. Stephen Graham

UPDATE
Due to ongoing
public health concerns related to
COVID-19, the traditional Light Up the Night event
will not take place this year.
Please remember local businesses when doing
your holiday shopping. They are invaluable
sources of jobs and services, not to mention the
sales tax dollars that pay for streets, police and
public facilities. Our small businesses are often
the first to support school fund raisers, youth
sports teams and community events. Now it’s our
turn to support them. s

Jones, Joy Harjo and novelist Tommy Orange, a resident of Oakland, are among the many renowned Native American authors.
ä Support Native-owned businesses. Pleasant Hill is home to a local Na-

tive American drum and craft maker. Be challenged to find more!
ä Visit the Morgan Territory Regional Preserve. The Morgan Terri-

tory Regional Preserve is located within the traditional homeland of the Volvon, one of five Native American nations in the
Diablo area. According to Native American folklore, Tuyshtak
(today’s Mount Diablo) was the sacred birthplace of the world.
Supernatural beings, the First People, lived here. These personages created Native Americans, and provided them with a bountiful, beautiful world. Most of the park’s trails are named to
commemorate these First People (Coyote, Fox and Eagle trails).
Learn more at ebparks.org/parks/morgan. s
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City Meetings...
Meeting schedule is SUBJECT TO CHANGE if Shelter-In-Place order
is still in effect. Meetings may also be canceled or done virtually.
Please check website or call 925-671-5229 to confirm.
CITY OF PLEASANT HILL

November
WHEN

WHAT

WHERE

Mon 2

7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Wed 4

6:30pm

Civic Action Commission

City Hall Manager’s Conference Room

Thu 5

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

Council Chambers

Tue 10

4:00pm

Traffic Safety Commission

Location TBD. Check agenda.

Tue 10

6:30pm

Planning Commission (public hearing)* Council Chambers

Thu 12

5:00pm

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Thu 12

5:00pm

Commission on Aging

City Hall Manager’s Conference Room

Mon 16 7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Thu 19

Architectural Review Commission

Council Chambers

Education Commission

City Hall Manager’s Conference Room

5:00pm

Wed 18 7:00pm
Tue 24

6:30pm

Planning Commission (public hearing)* Council Chambers

100 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-3323
925-671-5270

CITY OFFICIALS
Mayor
Vice-Mayor

Councilmembers
Ken Carlson l Tim Flaherty
Michael G. Harris
City Council meetings are broadcast on
Comcast channel 28, U-Verse
Channel 99, and Wave Broadband Channel 29
on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Videos of meetings are also available on
the City website under “Watch Meetings.”

CITY HALL HOURS
Monday–Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

December
WHEN

WHAT

WHERE

Thu 3

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

Council Chambers

Mon 7

7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Tue 8

4:00pm

Traffic Safety Commission

Location TBD. Check agenda.

Tue 8

6:30pm

Planning Commission (public hearing)*

Council Chambers

Thu 10

5:00pm

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Thu 10

5:00pm

Commission on Aging

City Hall Manager’s Conference Room

Thu 17

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

Council Chambers

City Council*

Council Chambers

Mon 21 7:00pm

2020 has been a difficult year. As
we move on to 2021, we wish you
all a happy and safe New Year. Be
well, Pleasant Hill!

* For live streaming of these meetings, go to pleasanthillca.org and click on “Watch Meetings” icon.

Sign up for Emergency Alerts!
Residents can sign up for Nixle alerts
at www.nixle.com.
Register for the Community Warning System
(CWS) alerts at https://cwsalerts.com.
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Matt Rinn
Sue Noack

8:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.–6:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m.

the OUTLOOK

The Outlook newsletter is published
bimonthly on recycled paper. For questions and
comments, please contact Gayle Vassar, Community Relations Manager, at 925-671-5229 or
email her at gvassar@pleasanthillca.org.
Editor/Writer

Gayle Vassar,
Community Relations Manager

Design/misc photos
Cover photo

Donaghu Graphic Designs
Allen Vinson

COVER: Pleasant Hill City Hall

Important Phone Numbers
Police/Fire Emergency
Police (Business)

911
925-288-4600

Fire (Business)

925-941-3300

Public Services Center

925-671-4646

Chamber of Commerce

925-687-0700

Recreation & Parks

925-682-0896

Trash and recycling

925-685-4711

PG&E

800-743-5000

Senior Center

925-798-8788

Senior Van Service

925-671-5272

Library

925-646-6434
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Construction begins on Pleasant Hill Library!

Inside this issue

Work on Pleasant Hill’s new library is under way.
City and Council officials, along with representatives
from the Friends of the Pleasant Hill Library and
architectural firm BCJ, gathered for a groundbreaking on September 18. In the photo above are, from
left, Deputy County Librarian Alison McKee, County
Librarian Melinda Cervantes, and Pleasant Hill
Library Manager Patrick Remer. Unfortunately, public health orders ruled out having a public
groundbreaking—but look for plenty of opportunity for everyone to celebrate when the City holds a
Library grand opening in Spring 2022! In the meantime, check out the video from the groundbreaking
at www.pleasanthillca.org/library.
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1
1
2
3
3

New captain in PHPD
Meet a CERT area coordinator
Fall gardening and yard redo
Diablo Vista Water openign
Tis the season to recycle

3
4
5
5
5

12

Information about flooding
6,7
Commission on Aging column
8
Veterans Day recognition
8
Friends of the Library new book store 9
DVC drama
9

Grant for Rodgers Ranch
Light up the Night update
Native American Heritage Month
City meetings
Construction of the new library begins

10
10
10
11
12

