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News from the City...
Sandbag stations open for use
During the winter storm season fill-your-own sandbag
stations will be located at:
ä City Hall parking lot (100 Gregory Lane at Trelany Road—

behind Michael’s)
ä Pleasant Hill Community Center parking lot

(320 Civic Drive—behind the Police Department)
ä Parking Lot on the north side of Hawthorne Drive

(opposite Pleasant Oaks Park)
Households are limited to 10 bags.
PLEASE NOTE: Due to the
current Covid-19 health crisis,
this year residents will be
required to provide their own
shovel.
For those unable to fill
their own sandbags, a limited
number of pre-filled bags are
available on request at the
Public Services Center at 310
Civic Drive. Call (925) 671-4646
to check sandbags availability
before going to the Center.
No sandbags are available
after 3:30 p.m. (Monday
through Thursday) and after
10:00 a.m. on Friday. s

Are you looking for a rewarding way to
give back to your community?
Please consider volunteering to be a Pleasant Hill Senior
Van Service Ride Dispatcher (scheduler). Volunteers only
work one morning shift per week on a weekday from 9 a.m.
to 11 a.m.
Dispatchers retrieve voicemail messages and answer live
calls from passengers to schedule ride reservations for the
next day. Training is quick and easy with an experienced dispatcher. If you can’t commit to one shift per week,
substitute schedulers are always needed!
For information on the Senior Van Service, visit
www.pleasanthillca.org/seniorvan or call Michael Johnson
at (925) 671-5288. s

Oliver Holmes Award
The Oliver Holmes Award for 2021 was awarded to Danielle
Habr, the City of Pleasant Hill’s Principal Management Analyst/City Clerk, on Tuesday, November 16, 2021. The award was
presented by Jim Bonato, President of the Pleasant Hill Community Foundation, and Aloma Levine, Director of the
Pleasant Hill Community Foundation.
Marcelino (Lino) Molina, Park Maintenance Worker, was
the recipient of the Oliver Holmes Award as the Pleasant Hill
Recreation and Park District’s 2021 outstanding employee.
Oliver Holmes was very active in Pleasant Hill, and served
on the first Recreation and Park District Board of Directors,
and later on the City Council and East Bay Regional Park District Board of Directors. He was one of the founders of the
Pleasant Hill Community Foundation, and established the Oliver Holmes Award in 2006 to recognize an outstanding
employee of the Recreation and Park District and the City of
Pleasant Hill. He passed away in 2007, however, the annual
award continues in his honor.
Congratulations to Danielle and Lino!
For more information on the Community Foundation, visit
www.PHCommunityFoundation.org. s

Small business grant program approved
On November 1, 2021, the Pleasant Hill City Council voted to
support small businesses by allocating $500,000 for grants to
businesses and other programs that will benefit our local merchants. The Small Business Economic Stimulus program will
not require any City General Funds and instead will be paid for
entirely by federal American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.
Pleasant Hill businesses are vital to the community’s
well-being because they generate sales and business taxes
that help fund public services. In addition, local merchants
contribute greatly to the Pleasant Hill quality of life, providing
employment opportunities and places for residents to eat,
shop, and take care of their personal care needs. Providing
them with needed help allows for the community/business
relationship to prosper.
In the coming weeks and months, the City’s Economic
Development Committee will be reviewing various programs
that will comprise the $500,000 Small Business Economic Stimulus program, and will make recommendations to the full City
Council. The program is expected to launch in early 2022. s
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News from the City...
Anniversary celebration finishes with Light Up the Lake

On November 14, over 300 members
of the community came down to City Hall
to help celebrate Pleasant Hill’s 60th
Anniversary. Light Up the Lake was the
culmination of months of anniversary
activities, including a photo contest,
SCANenger Hunt, and banners along Contra Costa Boulevard. The event featured
performances by the Studio A Dancers,

the College Park High School Concert
Choir, and Pleasant Hill Library Manager
Patrick Remer.
The high point of the evening was
when the Mayor read a proclamation
commemorating the 60th Anniversary,
before launching the first of 600 luminaries out on the City Hall lake.
Community members lined the edge
of the lake with the glowing lanterns,
making for a truly magical end to the
evening.
For those who still wish to participate
in current anniversary activities, you can
see the winners of the Diamond Anniversary Photo Contest on display at City Hall
through the end of January, or you can
take part in the Historical SCANenger
Hunt, which will take you to nine iconic
sites around the city. To get the first clue,
go to www.pleasanthillca.org/hunt.

NOTE: We have had questions regarding the Signature Cocktail Contest that
had been planned as an activity. Due to
time constraints and limited resources
the contest has been postponed and will
hopefully return in 2022.
For more information, contact
Community Relations Manager
Geoff Gillette at (925) 671-5229 or
ggillette@pleasanthillca.org. s

Training is ongoing with CERT
Training and preparation are hot
topics these days in Pleasant Hill’s
CERT community.
Thirty members participated in a
three-part training session to learn the
leadership roles needed to manage an
Incident Command Post after a disaster.
The IC Post is where CERT volunteers
report for assignment and are assigned
to Area Incident Command, Operations,
Medical, Logistics, or Planning. Individual functions include communications,
search and rescue, medical triage, damage assessment, and transportation.
Management positions include the CERT
Area Incident Commander, Operations
Chief, Logistics Chief, and Planning Chief.

All these pieces may or may not be
needed after a particular disaster. The
CERT Area Incident Commander provides ongoing assessment of the
situation to determine needs as the
situation develops, and communicates via
Ham Radio to CERT members at the City’s
Emergency Operations Center. Having volunteers already trained and familiar with
these needs will allow CERT to be more efficient and effective during a disaster.
We’ve recently performed radio tests
to find where we need to improve signal
strength. We now know what equipment is needed to accomplish this. We
must also replace supplies stolen from
one of our storage caches—and to
update the security of our caches! We
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recently canvassed CERT members
for donations to help with this, and
we are extending this request to
the larger community. You may
donate any amount by using the
PayPal Donate button on our
website or scanning the QR code
with this article. Our goal is
$14,000.00.
The Pleasant Hill Community
Emergency Response Team Foundation is a tax-exempt 501(c)3
organization. s

News from the City...
Pleasant Hill Road sidewalk
project gets underway
In late November 2021, construction
began on the Pleasant Hill Road Sidewalk
Installation Project. The project, which
extends from Pleasant View Drive–Cumberland Drive, includes demolition of
existing improvements, including concrete curb, gutter, portions of existing
concrete driveways, and AC pavement,
as well as clearing, and sign relocations.
Once demolition is completed, the
project will install 3,644 square feet of ADA compliant concrete sidewalks and driveways, five new curb ramps, 569 linear feet of curb and gutter, mulch or landscape, new
drainage, traffic striping, and asphalt concrete conforms.
When finished, the project will complete the last
sidewalk gap and provide a continuous pedestrian
facility along the west side of Pleasant Hill Road from
Oak Park Boulevard and Gregory Lane. The new sidewalk will allow residents living along Pleasant Hill Road
to walk safely to the Pleasant Hill Elementary School, as
well as the numerous destinations along Oak Park Boulevard.
The contractor, J.R.R. Construction Inc., expects
the project to be completed by the end of January
2022. s

Reducing food waste—why it matters
In September 2016, Governor
Edmund Brown Jr. set methane emissions reduction targets for California (SB
1383 Lara, Chapter 395, Statutes of 2016)
in a statewide effort to reduce emissions
of short-lived climate pollutants (SLCP).
The targets must:
ä Reduce organic waste disposal 50% by

2020 and 75% by 2025
ä Rescue at least 20% of currently dis-

posed surplus food by 2025 for people
to eat
California is implementing statewide
organic waste recycling and surplus food
recovery. Starting in January 2022:

Reducing organic waste in landfills
equals less methane. Organics like food
scraps, yard trimmings, paper and cardboard make up half of what Californians
dump in landfills. Organic waste in landfills emits methane, a climate super
pollutant 84 times more potent than carbon dioxide.
Test your food waste knowledge by taking the quiz below. Email your responses
with question number and response to
MAberer@replublicservices.com. The winner will get their pick of a home compost
or worm bin!!

Library parking lot is paved!
In late November, crews hit a milestone in the construction of the new
Pleasant Hill Library. Over the course of
two days the parking lot of the library
was paved. This represents a significant step as it will allow works the
ability to access the site even during
wet winter weather. To get the latest
updates on the Library Project, go to
www.pleasanthillca.org/library. s

Q

How many Californians do not
have enough food?

A

a. 9.2 million; b. 1.3 million;
c. 12.8 million; d. 22.1 million

Q

How many pounds of food
waste goes to landfills in
California every year?

A

a. 25.2 million; b. 11.2 billion;
c. 65.8 million; d. 3.6 billion

Q

What’s the #1 reason people
throw food away?

A

a. Not as good as leftovers;
b. Past expiration date;
c. Moldy/spoiled;
d. Don’t like/tired of eating it

Q

Recycling organic waste and recovering edible food is a fast
track to...

A

a. Fighting climate change;
b. Improving public health;
c. Lowers greenhouse gases;
d. All of the above

ä All jurisdictions will need to

provide organic waste collection services to all residents
and businesses and recycle
these organic materials.
ä Some businesses must donate

edible food to food recovery
organizations with others
starting in 2024.
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News from the City...
The 2022 Lunar New Year
begins on February 1st, and San
Francisco will host its annual
parade on Saturday, February 19.
San Francisco’s Chinese New Year
parade has long been hailed as the
largest celebration of its kind outside of Asia, with origins going
back to the early 1850s. By 1860,
the American practice of parades
was integrated into the Chinese New Year festival to improve relationships
between the Chinese community and the broader San Francisco society.
The Chinese New Year typically begins with the second new moon after
the winter solstice, and it lasts about 15 days, until the full moon arrives with
the Festival of Lanterns. Each New Year is marked by one of 12 zodiac animals,
with 2022 featuring the Year of the Tiger. The Lunar New Year (also known as
the Spring Festival) is celebrated in many Asian countries from Korea and
Mongolia to Vietnam.
Evidence for lunar calendars goes back more than 3,300 years, and countless generations have celebrated traditions to bring good luck and long life.
Long noodles are often a food of choice during the first five days of the New
Year as a symbol of long life; and round, moon-shaped dumplings are on the
menu on the last day (full moon) of the New Year, symbolizing completion
and the family unit. Red envelopes (or “pockets”) are typically gifts of money
from elders to children to transfer wealth across generations.
Whether we attend a parade, eat traditional Asian food, join a family gathering, or prepare for the New Year to come, enjoy this year’s Spring Festival
as it connects people across space and generations. s

Welcome to the
Year of the Tiger

Education Commission provides
heritage resource document
—Jennifer Andersen, Education Commission Chair

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. wrote, “Education must enable one to sift
and weigh evidence, to discern the true from the false, the real from
the unreal, and the facts from the fiction.”
During the past year the Pleasant Hill Education Commission has
researched and shared resources with local schools on each month’s heritage and celebratory days. The goal was to provide resources to help
teachers “sift and weigh evidence” to present and observe holidays in their
classrooms in ways that would recognize diversity and promote inclusion.
The Commission has now compiled these resources into one document
on the city website www.pleasanthillca.org/education that can be accessed
and used by the larger community. For example, for the upcoming Martin
Luther King Day on January 17, you can find ways to “dive deeper into the
many causes and good works Dr. King championed” as well as “build upon
and move beyond Dr. King’s
famous “I Have a Dream” speech”.
Anyone
with
additional
resources or holidays to include on
this list is encouraged to attend the
Education Commission meetings on
the 4th Thursday of the month to
share them. s
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Community
Conversations examines
LGBTQ issues
The next in the Community Conversations
series is right around the corner, with the
event set to stream on Zoom on January 12,
2022 from 6:00 p.m.–7:30 p.m. The upcoming
conversation will center on the issues and
challenges facing the members of the LGBTQ
community.
Among those joining on the panel for the
upcoming event are:
n Kiku Johnson—Executive Director,
Rainbow Community Center
n Christy Smyth—Program Manager
with the Phoenix
n Reverend Dr. D. Mark Wilson
n Pleasant Hill Mayor Michael Harris
n Pleasant Hill Council member Ken Carlson
n Pleasant Hill Police Sergeant Jason Kleven
Community Conversations is an online
panel discussion focusing on social issues
moderated by the Civic Action Commission’s
Diversity sub-committee. The series came
into being out of discussions that were held
in the wake of George Floyd’s death in May
2020.
The event will be held on Zoom and
streamed live to the City’s Youtube channel,
www.pleasanthillca.org/youtube.
Panel members will discuss their experiences and will then open the floor to
questions from those in attendance.
To participate in the Community Conversation, register for the January 12 event at
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_K_XyocuvSXunzWUbjdgjDw
If you have a question you would like asked
by the moderator, you can email it ahead of
time to Community Relations Manager
Geoff Gillette at
ggillette@pleasanthillca.org. s

News from Rec & Park...
AQUATICS

Hello again!
The 2022 Winter/Spring issue of The
SPOTLIGHT recreation guide is now
available at PH Rec & Park facilities and
online at pleasanthillrec.com. Get
inspired to get out and try something
new in-person this year. Re-connect.
Re-charge. And have some more fun!
Registration is now open.
This issue is dedicated to all Rec & Park employees and features
many of their photos to acknowledge their unwavering passion to
serve the community and to celebrate their collective resiliency
and creativity as they return in-person and say, “Hello again.”

SUMMER CAMP EXPO (see ad lower right)
February 26, 2022, 9:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., PH Community Center.
Plan early for an Out-Of-This-World Summer at the PH Rec & Park
Summer Camp Expo! SAVE 10% on week-long camp and summer
swim lesson registration! Discount offered on EXPO Day only and
valid for in-person and online registrations from 9:00 a.m.–11:59 p.m.
on February 26 only. For online registration enter Coupon Code:
EXPO22. Watch for Summer Camp & Summer Swim Lesson information in the 2022 Spring/Summer issue of The Spotlight available in
print and online in mid-February.

PRESCHOOL
t

PHRec Preschool 2022-2023 Registration
Thursday, March 31, 2022, ONLINE at 9:00 a.m. First come, first
serve. Children must be age-appropriate by 9/1/22. Questions? Contact Preschool Director, Sarah Smith at (925) 772-7626 or
ssmith@pleasanthillrec.com.

YOUTH
t

Youth Afterschool Enrichment Classes
Spark your child’s unique interests by enrolling in a fun new Bay
Twilights Cheer class, a Creative Spark Theater class, an in-person
Cooking class, or coding class and more! More info at
pleasanthillrec.com/268.
t

Youth Sports Programs
Keep your kids active in the new year with our exciting youth
sports programs including Jr. NBA/WNBA Boys & Girls Basketball
Spring Leagues starting 3/19/22. Registration now open at
pleasanthillrec.com/242.

TEENS
t

Teen Skill Development Opportunities
Visit pleasanthillrec.com/311.

t

Teen Online Driver’s Education
Now available! 15 yrs & up. Receive DMV-approved Certificate of
Completion. Two online course options available. One is
self-directed and one is with a live instructor.
t

Babysitting 101 for Beginners
10-16 yrs. Learn the skills needed to be a trusted and responsible
babysitter.

6

t

Aquatics Team Now Hiring!
15 yrs & up. Lifeguards, Swim Instructors, Cashiers.
When you become a member of the Pleasant Hill Rec
& Park Aquatics staff, what you do is important,
meaningful and provides a springboard for your
future career and life adventures. Not only will you
get to work with fun people in the great outdoors, teaching people of all ages how to swim
and helping to keep them safe around the pool,
but you will also learn important career-transferrable skills like effective
communication, teamwork,
leadership, decision making
and so many more!
Sound like something
you’d like to dive into? Join us
this spring and summer! For
job descriptions, applications,
and deadlines, visit our website at
www.pleasanthillrec.com/161.

t

Dolfins Swim Team Signups Now Open
Have Fun! Swim Fast! Register online at
pleasanthillrec.com or in-person at District office
(M-F, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m.). Register early to take
advantage of the optional payment plan. For more
information, call (925) 682-0896.

t

Get a Jump Start on Summer Swimming
Spring swim lessons registration is now open.
Start learning to swim early to beat the summer
crowds.

ADULT ACTIVITIES

News from Rec & Park...

t

A Healthy You in 2022
Keep yourself healthy and active in the new year by
enrolling in a fitness or dance class! From Tai Chi, Yoga and
Nia to Ballroom dancing, Belly dancing and line dancing,
we’ve got a wide variety of activities to get your body moving and grooving. Visit pleasanthillrec.com or call (925)
682-0896.

Community Events
Visit pleasanthillrec.com/35 for event updates. All public
health orders will be closely followed. For more COVID-19
protocol information, visit pleasanthillrec.com/565
t

Inclusive Recreations Dances
Friday, February 25, 7:00–9:00 p.m. Pleasant Hill Rec & Park
District, in partnership with City of Concord and City of Walnut
Creek, hosts dances specifically designed for adults with developmental disabilities (18 yrs+). Proof of COVID vaccine or a
negative COVID test within 72 hours (not a home test) will be
required to enter (including caregivers staying for the dance).
For more information contact Holly Frates at
hfrates@pleasanthillrec.com Pleasant Hill location: 233 Gregory Lane Admission: $7 cash (caregivers free) at the door

t

Adult Team Sports Recreation Leagues
Why let kids have all the fun? Get our team in the game!
Softball / Soccer / Flag Football / Bocce / Basketball - Coed –
Men’s – Women’s Leagues!
All leagues are team-registration based. Spring 2022
registration opening soon. Get your team together and
register now at pleasanthillrec.com/288.
t

Field Trips for Adults (21+ yrs)
Meet new friends and have fun as you explore Northern California in the company of fellow travel enthusiasts!
Visit pleasanthillrec.com/352 to view latest local adventures. Come explore with us!

t

Scam & Fraud Prevention for Seniors (FREE)
Thursday, January 13, 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. PH Senior Center, Chateau Room. This seminar will educate and empower you to
recognize and avoid all types of scams—whether online, by
phone, by mail, or in person. Learn how to protect yourself and
your family by protecting your information and your finances.
Presented by Veronica Dangerfield, on behalf of Pleasant Hill
Commission on Aging. Free! RSVP by calling (925) 798-8788 or
online at www.pleasanthillrec.com. See ad on page 9.

t

Renew your annual Pleasant Hill Senior Club Membership today!
Receive discounts on events and access to lots of activities! Available to anyone 50 years old and over, regardless
of residency. $20/person. Renew or join in person or by
mail, online at www.pleasanthillrec.com or by phone at
(925) 798-8788.

t

My LIttle Sweetheart Dinner Dance
Friday, February 4,
6:00–7:30 p.m. Enjoy
dinner and dancing
with your little sweetheart(s)! A lovely way
to celebrate Valentine’s
Day as a family. Event is
for all children (1–10
yrs). Dinner includes
pasta, salad, bread and
dessert. Proof of COVID
vaccine or a negative
COVID test within 72
hours (not a home test)
will be required to enter
for participants (12+ yrs).
PH Senior Center: Chateau Hall. Register at
pleasanthillrec.com/35.

THE SENIOR CENTER IS OPEN!
Join the Pleasant Hill Senior Center (age 50+) today for
a $20 annual membership fee. Our activities are live and
there is something for everyone.
Like to dance? We have Tea Dances and Line Dancing.
Want to exercise? Join Flex for Fitness, Tai Chi, and more.
Just want to have fun? There’s Bingo, Mahjong, Ted Talk
Group, and Bocce. Learn something new while you’re at
the Center.

What else do we have to offer?
Daily meals at Café Costa (formerly CC Café) (Chef to
Go lunches as well as special holiday meals are available.)
Our library is open! There are many books and DVDs to
enjoy, so please stop by.
Interested in travel? Stop by our Travel Desk and find
out where we’re headed next. Recently, we went to see
John Steinbeck’s House and 17-mile drive, the Monarchs,
and visited the Presidio. There are more trips offered
around the country and around the world.
Other special events: Presentations on topics of
interest to members, like how to avoid scams or coffee
with a cop.
Many activities are free with your annual membership
fee. Over 88? Get a free membership. What a bargain!
Drop off your payment to 233 Gregory Lane or pay online
at https://pleasanthillrec.com/341/Seniors!
Hope to see you soon! s

t

Literary Women
Saturday, March 26, 11:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. in the Senior Center Chateau Room. Bay Area Bluestocking Festival of Authors!
Join fellow literary enthusiasts for insightful author
presentations and group discussions. For readers as well as
writers and book club members too! Boxed lunch included.
Proof of COVID vaccine or a negative COVID test within 72
hours (not a home test) will be required to enter. Register at
pleasanthillrec.com/35.
Literary Women is hosted in partnership with Orinda Books.
orindabooks.com. s
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Helping our environment...
Drought survival—save our trees
Trees provide benefits like improved air
quality, shade and habitat, and beautifying
our neighborhoods and communities.
There is no need to sacrifice trees, especially since they take a long time to
establish and can be costly to remove or
replace. Many trees will require supplemental irrigation, especially if the drought
continues into next year. Preserving trees
also helps save water in your landscape
since they provide shade to other
plants. Here’s what you can do to help your
trees survive the drought.

Maintenance during dry times
Maintain a 2 to 3-inch layer of organic
mulch around trees to reduce water evaporation from the soil. Keep mulch a couple
feet away from the base of the tree trunk,
to prevent rot.
Refrain from unnecessary pruning trees
during a drought to avoid stressing your
trees.

months. Trees can be watered by hand or
with a soaker hose. Water at the dripline
(edge of the tree canopy), extending a few
feet inside and beyond the drip line. Keep
water at least 6-feet away from the truck
of the tree.
Water until the soil is moist at least
8-inches down. To determine when it’s
time for the next watering, check the moisture level every few weeks.
Young trees need to be watered more
often than mature trees. Do this by hand to
avoid overwatering surrounding areas.
Young trees need 5–15 gallons of water per
week.

Quick Tip!
Time how long it takes to fill a 5-gallon
bucket to gauge how long you should be
watering. For more tree watering guidelines, visit www.canopy.org/tree-info. s

Watering trees
during a drought
Deciduous and California native trees want
most of their water in the
middle of winter through
early spring when new
buds and leaves are
forming. If it is a dry winter, start watering these
trees by mid-January.
Many mature trees
should be watered
deeply once every 1-2

This New Year let’s resolve to conserve in Contra Costa
With the ongoing drought across California, water conservation should be on
everyone’s list of New Year’s resolutions. And of all the resolutions on your list, you
might find conserving water is the easiest one to keep! One of the most important
things you can do is to track how much water you’ve been using and how it compares
to prior years. And how do you do that? Sign up for My Water Report to track your
water use for free through the user-friendly online portal. See details at
www.ccwater.com/mywaterreport.
Looking for more tips to survive this
drought? Sign up for Contra Costa Water
District’s Water Efficiency Newsletter.
You can find information at
www.ccwater.com/conserve. s
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Water heater incentive
program introduced
BayREN and participating Bay
Area electricity suppliers are offering
an incentive up to $1,000—paid
directly to licensed contractors—for
replacing their customers’ natural
gas or propane residential water
heaters with high efficiency heat
pump water heaters (HPWH).
The Heat Pump Water Heater
Incentive Program supports the
installation of Heat Pump Water
Heaters (“HPWH”) in the San Francisco Bay Area. HPWHs provide
high-efficiency water heating powered by electricity, which in the San
Francisco Bay Area is now cleaner
than natural gas in terms of greenhouse gas emissions.
HPWHs also provide thermal storage, allowing electricity to be used
only during low-emission and
low-cost times of day, reducing
demand during peak period. The program provides incentives to
contractors for selling qualifying
HPWHs to residential electric customers receiving electricity from a
participating agency for the purposes of a replacing a gas or propane
heated water heater.
Participating agencies are local
energy providers such as MCE here in
Pleasant Hill and other public agencies who have agreed to participate
in the program by providing incentive funding for installations in their
service territory. The program is
funded by the participating agencies
and administered by the Energy
Council.
To participate in the program,
contractors are required to sign a
participation agreement agreeing to
the terms and conditions of participation.
For more information or to sign
up go to www.bayren.org/hpwh.

News from the Community...
Happy holidays from Pleasant Hill Rotary
The Pleasant Hill Rotary Club was busy spreading holilday cheer in December.
They put together large boxes, each containing a variety of food and a $25 gift card, decorated
the boxes and delivered them to the Monument
Crisis Center for their Holiday Food Drive. Additional gift cards and cash were also donated.

They next spent a weekend at Lunardi’s
market ringing bells for the Salvation Army.
And on Christmas Eve they carved turkeys
for the annual “Christmas for Everyone”
meal on Christmas day.
The Rotary Club wishes everyone a
happy and healthy New Year!

9

News from the City...

Annual Creek Maintenance Program (M-3): not shown–programmed and adminstered through the Maintenance Division
Traffic Calming Program (IP-2): not shown–scheduled to be implemented per Traffic Safety commission direction of approved devices.
ADA Improvement Program (IP-3): shown above–part of the SRP (see MK-1).

Economic Development/
Business News in Pleasant Hill
Businesses now open in Pleasant Hill
Whenever you can, please shop locally and use services provided by businesses located in Pleasant Hill. Many businesses
generate sales tax revenue that help fund important City services
such as road maintenance and median landscaping, and provide
much-needed jobs creating income for Pleasant Hill families and
neighbors. Give these new businesses your support!
BowWOW Walks
Dog Walking
(925) 699-4567
BowWOWwalks@outlook.com
www.BowWOW-walks.com
The Cheese Steak Shop
Philly-style Cheese Steak Sandwiches
2380 Monument Blvd, Suite C2
www.facebook.com/
cheesesteakshop.corp
www.cheesesteakshop.com
Dan Main Counseling
Providing Trauma Informed Psychotherapy for Depression, Anxiety, Life
Transitions, and Grief
2250 Morello Ave., Suite 211
(925) 532-7906
www.danmaincounseling.com

Lorbel, Inc
Emergency Power Services
and Sales Provider
2255 Morello Ave., Suite 205
(800) 946-1634
www.lorbel.com
www.facebook.com/LorbelCriticalPower
Solution Box 360
Restaurant Marketing and
Operations Solutions
info@solutionbox360.com
studio SYLVO
Joyfully-designed Art,
Stationery & Home Goods
www.studiosylvo.com
instagram.com/sylbiee
letsplay@studiosylvo.com
instagram.com/sylbiee
letsplay@studiosylvo.com
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Have you received your
business license renewal?
If you are a business owner in the City
of Pleasant Hill, you should have received
your renewal notice by now. The notices
were mailed in mid-December to the
mailing address on file. If your mailing
address has changed notify the Business
License Division at (925) 671-5234 or
email Lrodriguez@pleasanthillca.org. as
soon as possible to update your records
and have a copy of the renewal notice
sent to you. This will allow the business
owner the full grace period ending January 31, 2022.
You should also notify the Business
License Division if you are no longer in
business in the City of Pleasant Hill. A
brief note explaining the situation,
signed and dated, should be sent to:
City of Pleasant Hill, Business License
Division, 100 Gregory Lane, Pleasant
Hill,
CA
94523
or
email
to
Lrodriguez@pleasanthillca.org.
If you are in business or own rental
property but are not yet licensed, call the
City’s Business License Division at (925)
671-5234 to have the appropriate forms
sent to you or to answer any of your
questions.
Thank you from the
Finance Department

City Meetings...
Meeting schedule SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Please check the
Agenda Center on the City’s website at www.PleasantHillCA.org
for meeting access and agenda information.
CITY OF PLEASANT HILL

January
WHEN

WHAT

WHERE

Wed 5

6:30pm

Civic Action Commission

City Hall Manager’s Conference Rm

Thu 6

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

Council Chambers

Mon 10 7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Tue 11

Traffic Safety Commission

Location TBD. Check agenda.

4:00pm

Tue 11

6:30pm

Planning Commission (public hearing)* Council Chambers

Thu 13

5:00pm

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Rm

Thu 13

5:00pm

Commission on Aging

City Hall Manager’s Conference Rm

Tue 18

6:00pm

Gregory Gardens Water/Sewer/Street
Improvement Community Meeting

Zoom

Tue 18

6:30pm

Diversity Commission

City Hall Manager’s Conference Rm

Thu 20

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

Council Chambers

Mon 24 7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Tue 25

6:30pm

Planning Commission (public hearing)* Council Chambers

Thu 27

5:00pm

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Rm

Thu 27

5:00pm

Education Commission

City Hall Manager’s Conference Rm

100 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-3323
925-671-5270

CITY OFFICIALS
Mayor
Vice-Mayor

Councilmembers
Ken Carlson l Sue Noack
Matt Rinn

City Treasurer

City Council meetings are broadcast on
Comcast channel 28, U-Verse
Channel 99, and Wave Broadband Channel 29
on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Videos of meetings are also available on
the City website under “Watch Meetings.”

CITY HALL HOURS
Services by appointment only due to public
health restrictions. Please call for appointment.

February
WHEN

Michael Harris
Tim Flaherty

the OUTLOOK

WHAT

WHERE

Wed 2

6:30pm

Civic Action Commission

City Hall Manager’s Conference Rm

Thu 3

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

Council Chambers

Mon 7

7:00pm

City Council*

Council Chambers

Tue 8

4:00pm

Traffic Safety Commission

Location TBD. Check agenda.

Tue 8

6:30pm

Planning Commission (public hearing)*

Council Chambers

Editor/Writer

Thu 10

5:00pm

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Design/misc photos

Thu 10

5:00pm

Commission on Aging

City Hall Manager’s Conference Rm

Tue 15

6:30pm

Diversity Commission

City Hall Manager’s Conference Rm

Thu 17

5:00pm

Architectural Review Commission

Council Chambers

Tue 22

6:30pm

Planning Commission (public hearing)*

Council Chambers

Thu 24
Thu 24

5:00pm
5:00pm

Mon 28 7:00pm

Zoning Administrator (public hearing)
Education Commission
City Council*

The Outlook newsletter is published bimonthly
on recycled paper. For questions and comments,
please contact the City Manager’s Office at
925-671-5267.

Geoff Gillette,
Community Relations Manager/PIO

Cover photo

Donaghu Graphic Designs
Allen Vinson

COVER: Pleasant Hill City Hall

Important Phone Numbers

Planning/Public Works
Conference Room

Police/Fire Emergency

City Hall Manager’s Conference Rm

Fire (Business)

925-941-3300

Public Services Center

925-671-4646

Council Chambers

* For live streaming of these meetings, go to pleasanthillca.org and click on “Watch Meetings” icon.

Sign up for Emergency Alerts!
Residents can sign up for Nixle alerts at www.nixle.com.
Register for the Community Warning System
(CWS) alerts at https://cwsalerts.com.
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Police (Business)

911
925-288-4600

Chamber of Commerce

925-687-0700

Recreation & Parks

925-682-0896

Trash and recycling

925-685-4711

PG&E

800-743-5000

Senior Center

925-798-8788

Senior Van Service

925-671-5272

Library

925-646-6434
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Opportunities to serve on commissions
Looking for a way to participate in your community? Consider volunteering to serve on a
commission or advisory board for the City of Pleasant Hill! Commitments vary in time and
term length. Meetings are open to the public, and you are welcome to sit in and observe a
meeting. To be considered for a position, submit an application by the deadline. The
Interview and Nominating Committee (committee), comprised of two City
Councilmembers, will review applications and interview qualified candidates. The
committee will then forward a recommendation to the full City Council for final
appointment. A vacancy occurs when a term ends or an incumbent leaves the position
during their term. Incumbents are eligible to apply for reappointment when the term
ends, and many enjoy the experience so much they reapply for another term! As you
contemplate how you might create positive change in the new year, consider applying for
one or more of these vacancies:
ä Civic Action Commission

The Civic Action Commission organizes
major City events such as Community Service Day and the “Sunset by the Lake”
summer concerts. Applicants must meet
one of the following requirements: be a
Pleasant Hill resident, a non-resident business person with a business in Pleasant Hill,
or live outside City limits but within the
City’s sphere of influence. Meetings are
held on the 1st Wednesday of each month
at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall.* There is one
vacancy for an unfilled term through April
2023, and two vacancies are expected for
four-year terms from March 2022 through
February 2026. Application deadline:
Wednesday, February 16, 2022.
ä Commission on Aging

Inside this issue

The Commission on Aging considers all
matters affecting the aging in the community; provides awareness of resources; and

Light Up the Lake/Anniversary
Sandbag stations
Oliver Holmes Award
Small business grants approved
CERT training

1,3
2
2
2
3

plans, promotes and participates in events
of benefit to the aging population. Qualifications include experience, training or
education in provision of programs or services for senior citizens is preferred, with a
sincere desire to be of service to the older
population of Pleasant Hill. Candidates may
be non-residents or under 55 years of age.
Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of
each month at 5:00 p.m. at City Hall.*
There is one vacancy for an unfilled term
through April 2023. Application Deadline:
Thursday, January 13, 2022.
ä Iron Horse Corridor

assists with activities related to management of the trail corridor. Candidates must
be a resident of Pleasant Hill. Committee
meetings take place quarterly or as
needed. There is one vacancy expected for
a two-year term from February 2022
through January 2024. Application deadline: Thursday, January 13, 2022.
ä Planning Commission

The Planning Commission provides
recommendations to the City Council on
land use, zoning, the general plan, and
other policy issues. To qualify as a candidate, you must be a citizen of the United
States and a resident of Pleasant Hill for
at least one year prior to appointment.
Meetings are held on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at City
Hall.* There is one vacancy for an unfilled
term through April 2024. Application
Deadline: Thursday, January 13, 2022. s

For an application or more information,
go to PleasantHillCA.org/vacancy or
contact Juanita Davalos by phone
at (925) 671-5283 or e-mail at
Jdavalos@pleasanthillca.org.

Advisory Committee
The Contra Costa Iron Horse Corridor
Advisory Committee assists in improving
and managing the Iron Horse Corridor,
including the Iron Horse Trail, which formerly was part of the Southern Pacific
Railroad right-of-way. The Committee

PH Road sidewalk project
Library parking lot
Reducing food waste
The Year of the Tiger
Community Conversations

4
4
4
5
5

Education Commission report
News from Rec & Park
Drought survival–save our trees
Water heater incentive program
News from the community
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Capital Improvement construction schedule
Welcome new businesses
Business license renewals
City meetings
Openings in commissions
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